
Chairman’s Report 
Chairs Notes 
As the old year drew to a close it was 
with great sadness that I learnt that both 
Eunice Jaffe and Les Ling had been called 
to higher service and to Margaret 
Rowland wife to Tony Rowland a very 
loyal supporter of Croydon Scouting for 
many years. Eunice and Les had been 
stalwarts of Scouting in Croydon for most 
of their adults lives and in their own ways 
had played important parts in my own 
personal journey through Scouting.  I 
know that they will be missed by their 
many friends in Croydon Scouting.  
 
If last year is anything to go by the New 
Year will undoubtedly bring challenges 
and opportunities for all of us involved in 
Scouting in Croydon.  The New Year is 
also an ideal time to remind ourselves of 
the fact that we all have a responsibility 
to ensure that are delivering good quality 
Scouting in a safe and controlled 
environment. 
 

Bears Wood 
With this in mind the District Executive 
Committee has recently approved works 
to make improvements at Bears Wood.  
These works have included works to the 
tree stock, a major refit of the hot and cold 
water systems and improvements to the 
external lighting around the building and 
in the car park. 
 

If you are thinking of making a booking 
for Bears Wood don’t leave it to late as 
we have already had to disappoint a 
number of Groups.  A reminder that there 
are no charges for Leaders who are either 
camping or are a classed as a visitor and 
all Croydon Scout Groups and associated 
Units are entitled to a 20% discount on 
the normal Scout and Guide rates. 
 
Continued on page two 
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DC Report 
I hope that you all had a great festive break and are looking forward to 2020 with 
optimism and enthusiasm.  We have much to look forward to this coming year including: 
  
Camp 2020 which is now shaping up well to being an absolutely cracking event for the 
entire District. Please give this your 100% support.  Euro Jam in Gdansk which again is 
looking like another amazing centre piece for our County and District.   
 
There are already a huge number of other exciting events and camps both in the UK and 
overseas we will update you soon so that you can all see how far Croydon District is 
extending its reach.   
 
We have a number of notable retirees at the end of 2019. These individuals have literally 
given a huge amount to Croydon District. And we wish them very well for their 
“retirement”. Many thanks to Chris Seaman (61st Croydon) , Julie Honey and Len Honey 
(16th Croydon) and Stuart Cheesman (21st Purley).  
  
 

 

One District  
One Movement 

International Peace Light for 2019 (See Special Report) 



 

 

 
 

 

Beaver Report   
Happy New Year to everyone.  
 
Since the last newsletter Tana has been busy assisting 1st 
Coulsdon Beavers.   
 
Our apologies that we have not been able to visit as many colonies 
as we would have liked which has been due in part to work 
commitments.  
 
We will be arranging a further Beaver Leaders meeting shortly and a date will follow.  We do however have the date for the fun day 
which is on March 28th 2020.  So please keep this date fresh in your diaries.   
 
Advanced notice that unfortunately the GLSW County event which was due to be held on 12th July 2020 which had already been 
postponed once has now been cancelled.   A reminder please from us that with 2020 starting, please can you send us a copy of your 
programme for the spring Term if you haven't already done so.   

Chair’s Report cont. 
Pinewood 
We are very fortunate in Croydon to have two campsites and 
whilst our recent efforts have been concentrated on Bears 
Wood we should not forget that improvements continue to be 
made at Pinewood by the Management Committee who work 
tirelessly to ensure that the site is managed and maintained for 
the benefit of Croydon Scouting. 
 
Mobile Climbing Wall 
We are also fortunate to have the mobile climbing wall which 
is a great asset for Croydon Scouting.  After three years of 
operation the District Executive Committee has recently 
agreed to support the operations of the Mobile Climbing Wall 
for a further three years.  The District Executive Committee has 
also agreed to set aside funds for a possible replacement wall 
in the future. 
 
Annual Budget 
On the subject of expenditure the District Executive Committee 
has recently approved the annual budget for 2020.  Amongst 
the general day to day expenditure the budget commits funds 
to support Camp 2020, supporting the delivery and 
development of Scouting in Croydon and the rebranding of the 
Districts resources and equipment.     
 
District AGM and Social Evening  
I am pleased to be able to confirm that the District AGM and 
Social Evening will be held in the Church Hall of our Lady of the 
Annunciation, Bingham Road, Addiscombe on Friday 5th June 
2020.  Further details and invitations will be issued in due 
course.  The formal part of the evening will be followed by a 
Bar-B-Que.  A licensed bar will also be available. 
 
Group Reports and Accounts         
On the subject of AGM’s can I remind all Groups that their 
annual reports and accounts must be published 21 days prior 
to their AGM.  In addition it is important to ensure that the AGM 
is conducted in accordance requirements of the Scout 
Association.   
 
And Finally 
As always should you have any queries on any of the above 
please do not hesitate to contact me. 
 
Dave Rixson 
District Chair 
Email:  chair@croydonscouting.org.uk 
 
 
 
 
  

DC Report cont. 
A number of our Leaders and members have achieved significant 
milestones and have received long service decorations so our 
congratulations go to : 

 
Jeffrey Locke  /  Rebecca Taylor  /  Richard Alderton 
Sherry Gardiner  /  Ivor Chung  /  Roderick Joseph 
Barry Edrupt  /  Martin Atkins  /  Adele Mc Cutcheon 
Judith Mills 

  
We have to complete our annual census returns shortly.  Can you 
please ensure that these are submitted in a timely and accurate 
fashion to Pam Grogan 
  
Finally we have made significant progress with updating the 
facilities at both Bears Wood and Pinewood and further 
investment in our fabulous mobile climbing tower. 
  
Many thanks to all on the District Team, District Executive, Group 
Scout Leaders and Section Leaders and of course our amazing 
members and parents who have put so much into Croydon 
District during 2019. We have achieved so much and our future 
is very exciting.   
 
I just wanted to make a special note and extend my sincere  
thanks to the Pinewood ‘Seaponies’ (AKA Seahorses) Explorer 
Unit for their Christmas Dinner / work weekend held at Bears 
Wood.  A tremendous amount of work was carried out by these 
very inspiring young people.  My sincere thanks to you all.   
  
Greg Cook 
District Commissioner 
Email:  dc@croydonscouting.org.uk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This strategy will be implemented across the District.  You will 
all now be aware of how much this will define our future please 
give them your 100% support. 
 
Bears wood is now fully open again. We have replaced all the 
mattresses and completely redecorated the accommodation 
block. We have had a tree and ecology survey undertaken to 
ensure that we manage and use the site in a responsible way to 
protect both our members and all the sites flora and fauna. 
Thanks to Dave, Danny, Shane and Martin for their efforts in 
upgrading this wonderful Croydon District Scout Council facility. 
  
A number of our Leaders have been awarded their Wood 
badges over the last couple of months.  I also have a number of 
service awards to be presented.  Please contact me to arrange 
presentations.   
  

Have a great summer I would love to come and visit you at your 
summer camps, I await your invites! 
  
Greg Cook 
DC Croydon 
  

mailto:chair@croydonscouting.org.uk
mailto:dc@croydonscouting.org.uk


  

 

 

Beaver Report cont.  
Copies of your Colony programmes will assist with trying to arrange Colony visits and to provide better oversight of the Colonies in 
the District.     
 
Finally we are in need of some assistance as ADCs and if you can spare some time to assist with visits then please do let us know.  
 
Thank you  
 
Andrew, Tana and Franchesca 
Joint – ADC Beavers 
Email: beavers@croydonscouting.org.uk 
 
 

 
 

Scout Report   
Late November saw over 80 Scouts from 14 
Croydon Troops, take part in the District Scout wide 
games on Addington Hills.   All the Scouts 
thoroughly enjoyed the evening, which was spent 
playing two different games.  Winners of the 
Spaghetti challenge were the 29th Purley.   
 
The District Scout team would like to record a very 
big thank you to all the Leaders and supporters who 
helped make this event a success. 
 
Many of the other Troops around the District have 
been busy with their own programme of activities.  
Notably having a Star War’s film night in a Church, 
litter picking at Kenley Aerodrome and learning tie 
dye designs on tee shirts.   #SkillsForLife  
 
District Scout Team 
Email: scouts@croydonscouting.org.uk 

         

Cub Report   
Since the October newsletter, the District Cub Section has been fairly quiet 
allowing the individual Cub Packs to concentrate on their own programmes 
taking them up to and including the annual Christmas break. 
  
The annual Cub Leaders social took place on 12th December, but this time 
there was a change of venue to the Toby Carvery at South Croydon.  
Attendance whilst only around 20 members allowed many ideas and 
thoughts to be shared between all members present.   Like the District CSL 
meetings this are ideal occasions for thoughts and ideas to be shared 
between Packs and feedback shared with the District team. 
 
Our next Cub Leaders Meeting is at Bears Wood on Wednesday 22nd 
January at 8pm. 
 
We sincerely hope you all have a great Christmas and New Year break and 
spend lots of time with your families and friends and we look forward to 
seeing you all early in the New Year. 
 
Mandy Giles / Peter Pearce 
Joint - ADC Cubs 
Email:  cubs@croydonscouting.org.uk 

 

Croydon Scouting provides #SkillsForLife  
 

mailto:beavers@croydonscouting.org.uk
mailto:scouts@croydonscouting.org.uk
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Network Report    
Over the last couple of months the Croydon Network have 
been very busy planning various different activities for the  
programme.  On a Scouting front we have recently been to visit 
the Coulsdon Falcons ESU in particular, and continue to build 
strong links with the other ESU’s in the District. 
 
A few weeks ago Croydon Network entered a team of 4 into 
Operation Red-flare which is a challenging night hike event 
and finished with a 6th place overall in the competition and 
retained the Network Section Trophy for another year. 
 
We continue to run our regular Tuesday meetings held on the 
last Tuesday of the month as well as special activities and 
events like a recent visit to Hyde Park ‘Winter Wonderland’ 
just before the Christmas break.  Network is not all about 
Scouting, we make sure we have fun too like ice skating and 
enjoying the special fairground rides.  In the New Year we have 
an ‘Escape Room’ activity being planned as well as ‘Microlight 
Flying’ along with many other exciting activities. 
 
By the time you read this report, Daniel Bradnam our Network 
Chairman has set off for a new adventure going to the 
International Scout Centre at Kandersteg, Switzerland to join 
with the ‘Pinkies’ and become part of the exclusive service 
team.  Every three months a new group of Scouts and Guides 
arrive at Kandersteg.  Arriving as strangers and leaving as  
friends with many great memories of there special time 
together.  We wish Daniel every success with this adventure 
and know that he will enjoy this experience and much benefit 
from his International Service opportunity.   #SkillsForLife 
 

 
 

(Daniel is in the middle of the back row) 
 
Report written by members of the Scout Network Section. 
 
Cari-ann Bailey                              
Network Commissioner 
Email: croydon.network@blueyonder.co.uk 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Explorer Report   
It's been another fantastic term for Explorer Scouting in 
Croydon. We have seen members of Croydon Explorer Units 
go mountaineering to Cumbria in October as well as 
members representing the County at the state opening of 
Parliament.  In November Explorers paid their respects by 
marching in remembrance parades across the District with 
some travelling to Ypres in Belgium with the Eurojam 
Contingent Unit to take part in the last post at the Menin 
Gate. We also had 4 teams entered into the Red-flare 
County Night Exercise where the Crystal Palace Panther 
Unit placed very highly, hopefully next year Croydon 
Explorers can take home a first place prize! 
 

I had the pleasure of attending the Pinewood Seahorses 
10th annual Christmas meal at Bears Wood where they did 
some fantastic site work and had a great meal cooked by 
some of their amazing Leaders and adult helpers and the 
Explorer Committee organised some fantastic 
entertainment!   Chris Dean and members of the Croham 
Valley unit also took part in Christmas festivities with the 
Annual Peace Light ceremony taking a flame that has 
travelled from Jerusalem back to Croydon.  
 

We have also seen another successful weekend for the new 
Croydon Explorers CR0X service crew who helped do some 
work around Frylands campsite in November, they are 
currently made up of members of the Seahorses and Purley 
Oaks Explorer Units but this will soon be opened up to all 
members of Croydon Explorers. 
 

To conclude we hope everyone had a great Christmas with 
their families and friends and would like to wish everyone a 
very Happy New Year from all of the Croydon Explorers 
Leaders and from myself and Richard Goad. 
 

  
 

 
  
Aidan Devaney  
District Explorer Commissioner 
Email:  desc@croydonscouting.org.uk 
 
 
 

mailto:croydon.network@blueyonder.co.uk
mailto:desc@croydonscouting.org.uk


  

 

 

 

One District One Movement   

One District 
One Movement 
#SkillsForLife 

Youth Commissioner Report 
As you are probably aware the Youth 
Commissioner team has seen some major 
changes over the last few months with both 
Emily and Aidan taking on senior roles in the 
District. 
 
Therefore as Youth Commissioners we are keen 
to expand the YC team!  If you are aged 18 – 25, 
or know anyone else of the same age and 
involved in Scouting who might be interested in 
hearing more about this exciting opportunity 
please contact us. 
 
If you have an evening or event you would like 
the DYC team to assist with, please do get in 
touch with us! 
 
Megan and Jake 
District Youth Commissioners 
Email yc@croydonscouting.org.uk 
 
 

Training Report 
Congratulations to the following 7 people whom have completed their 
formal training and completed their wood badges in the recent months, 
up to the end of December: Aiden Devaney Youth Commissioner District; 
Mark Kingett ACSL 17th Purley; Richard England ASL 1st Purley; Thomas 
Earley ASL 63rd Croydon; Kirsten Eeles BSL 29th Purley; Louise Baker CSL 
1st S & A; Peter Pearce DCSL District. 
 
Congratulations, and welcome to the following 8 new leaders who have 
completed their Getting Started training modules, have also been to the 
appointment committee, and now have full appointments, up to the end 
of December: James Baster ABSL 9th Purley; Terrie Harvey BSL 7/12th 
Purley; Amy Morgan ACSL 29th Croydon; Ali Ball ASL 18th Purley; James 
Lamb ASL 61st Croydon; Josh Dumbrill ASL 1st Crystal Palace; Zita 
Suchanek ABSL 44th Croydon; Marie Anderson-Cottee ACSL 1st Crystal 
Palace 
 

Training Courses 
The training diary for 2020 is in this issue of Bourne Again. All the 4 main 
modules are being run between now and Summer and many leaders need 
to attend the courses. Please ensure that you book early. 
 

Safeguarding  
The next course in Croydon will be May/June as soon as a date has been 
fixed with the trainers, I will advertise it in the normal way. 
 

First Aid 
A number of courses have been arranged for 2020 and you can book on 
via the GSLW County website glswscouts.org.co.uk – training – first aid 
training.  (A reminder that all First Aid training, including refreshers, are 
now a full day course / there are no longer any evening courses) 
 
Core Skills – Module 18 – Saturday 20th June 2020 – Bears Wood 
Its Croydon’s turn to put on this very important training module in 2020 
for leaders in training, for the County. For those that don’t know what it 
is, it’s what I call “what scouting is all about” it consists of many bases 
teaching new leaders’ skills like knots, fire lighting, camp skills, lashings, 
beaver crafts etc. 
 

As well as the new leaders who will be attending (which last year was 
well over 50) I am going to need a lot of help from as many experienced 
leaders as I can get to do the instructing throughout the day. So, if you 
are a knot “expert” etc I will need you.  
I will get information out at the end of January/Early February asking for 
volunteers but put the date in your diary and have a think what you can 
do to help. All welcome and all skills (especially tea making for the 
instructors).  
 

If anyone would like to see me regarding any training matters, please 
contact me and we can arrange a meeting            
 

Jon Slade (District Training Manager 
Email:  jonslade@blueyonder.co.uk Telephone:  020 8680 2258    

 
 
 
 
 
     
Jon Slade  
District Training Manager 
Email:  jonslade@blueyonder.co.uk  
Telephone: 020 8680 2258   

Chaplaincy Report  
As the District Scout Chaplain I hope that you 
have all be able to celebrate the festive season, 
and for those of the Christian faith, you have 
managed to reflect on what the true meaning of 
Christmas is all about. It is a simple act of 
kindness, to those in need and all around us. It 
doesn’t mean expensive gifts but simply to 
provide the love and care to those who are in 
need. Regardless of your faith tradition, this is 
the basis for all faiths, and if you don’t have a 
faith, it is the simplest of kindnesses we should 
undertake and is the very foundation of being a 
Scout.   
 

So as we get ready for our New Year’s promises, 
please keep this simple gift in mind and provide 
for those the love we have when they are in need.  
 

Revd. Andy Dovey 
District Scout Chaplain 
Mobile: 07527 818816 
Email: chaplain@croydonscouting.org.uk 
   
 

mailto:yc@croydonscouting.org.uk
mailto:jonslade@blueyonder.co.uk
mailto:jonslade@blueyonder.co.uk
mailto:chaplain@croydonscouting.org.uk


  

 

 

 2020 Training Courses   
 

THE NAME IN BOLD IS AS PER YOUR TRAINING PLAN, BUT IF DATE HAS AN * TO BOOK ONTO THE COURSE YOU 
WILL STILL NEED TO BOOK ONTO BOTH MODULES  

 
 

Feb 8 (Sat)   PROGRAMME PLANNING (Modules 12 &12a and parts of 7 & 19) 
                                                              Sutton Scout HQ 
    72 Woodcote Road, Wallington, SM6 0LY 
    9.45 am – 1.30pm 
 

Feb 15 (Sat)    SCOUTING ESSENTIALS (Modules 5, 6, 8 & 9 and parts of 7, 11 &19) 
    Sutton Scout HQ 
    72 Woodcote Road, Wallington, SM6 0LY 
    9.45 am – 1.30pm 
 

Mar 7 (Sat)*   RECRUITMENT (Modules 13 &15) 
     3rd Hampton 
    59 Percy Road, Hampton, Middlesex, TW12 2JT 
    10.00 am – 4.30pm 
 

Mar 14 & 15 (Sat/Sun)  Management Training (GSL/Commissioners) 
    Croydon Hilton 
    (Further Details contact Jon Slade) 
 

Mar 21 (Sat)   Introduction to Residential Experiences (module 16) 
                                                              Southwood Activity Centre 
    Elm Close, Surbiton, Tolworth, KT5 9NA  
    9.45 am – 1.30pm 
 

April 4 (Sat)   Residential Experiences (module 38a) 
    Sutton Scout HQ 
    72 Woodcote Road, Wallington, SM6 0LY 
    9.30 am – 4.00pm 
 

Apr 17 to 19 (Fri to Sun)                 Residential Experiences (module 38a) Camping Weekend 
    Boidier Hurst 
    Times tbc. 
 

May 17 (Sun)   OUTDOOR SCOUTING (Modules 16&17 and parts of 11) 
                                                              Bears Wood Camp Site 
    Courtwood Lane, Croydon, CR0 9HJ 
    9.30 am – 4.30pm 
 

June 6 (Sat)*    INTERNATIONAL & RUNNING SAFE ACTIVITIES (Modules 19 & 17) 
    1st Lower Morden, Bow Lane Scout Centre 
    Lower Morden Road, Morden, SM4 4SJ     
    10:00am – 4.30pm 
 

June 20 (Sat)   Core Skills (Module 18) 
    Bears Wood Camp Site 
    Courtwood Lane, Croydon, CR0 9HJ 
    9.30 am – 4.30pm 
 

Sept 19 (Sun)*   PROGRAMME PLANNING (Modules 12 &12a and parts of 7 & 19) 
                                                              1st Hook HQ  
                                                              29 Greenways, Esher KT10 0QH  
    9.45 am – 4.30pm 
 
 



  

 

 

Mobile Climbing Wall  
After another great season in 2019 and the wall nicely “tucked up in bed” for the winter, we are 
well on the way with planning for 2020, our fourth full season.  We are putting together our 
calendar of events, with many requests already pencilled in and it is our intention to put on the 
evening sessions which have proved so popular and successful over the past two years.  Watch 
out for email and Facebook posts to book your sections on as soon as it goes live. 
 

As promised last year, we are putting the “surplus” revenue generated from events, after running 
costs have been paid, together with councillor grants received, for which we are very grateful, to 
good use in the rolling program of equipment renewal.  In 2019 we purchased replacement climbing 
shoes and 2020 will see new harnesses, carabiners and slings.   As always, we are looking for more 
instructors to help staff the wall.  There will be a social sometime in January/February for all present 
instructors and anyone interested in training to be one, look out for the email/Facebook posts for 
date in the next few weeks.  This will be followed by a training and assessment day at the beginning 
of March (date to be confirmed) at Pinewood, anyone interested don’t hesitate to give me a shout.  
 
Once again, a HUGE thank to everyone who made 2019 such a success and 
thanks in anticipation for your continued support in 2020.  
 
Martin Greenwood  
SAS Unit Manager (Mobile Climbing Wall) 
Email: climbingwall@croydonscouting.org.uk 

2020 Training Courses cont.   
 

Sept 26 Sat   Introduction to Residential Experiences (module 16) 
                                                              Sutton Scout HQ 
    72 Woodcote Road, Wallington, SM6 0LY 
    9.45 am – 1.30pm 
 

Oct 10 Sat*    INTERNATIONAL & RUNNING SAFE ACTIVITIES (Modules 19 & 17) 
    Southwood Activity Centre 
    Elm Close, Surbiton, Tolworth, KT5 9NA 
    10:00am – 4.30pm 
 

Oct 17 Sat   OUTDOOR SCOUTING (Modules 16&17 and parts of 11) 
                                                              Sutton Scout HQ 
    72 Woodcote Road, Wallington, SM6 0LY 
    9.30 am – 4.30pm 
 

Nov 14 Sat*   RECRUITMENT (Modules 13 &15) 
    22nd Wimbledon 
    Arthur Road, Motspur Park, KT3 6LX 
    10:00am – 4.30pm 
 

Dec 1 Sun    SCOUTING ESSENTIALS (Modules 5, 6, 8&9 and parts of 7, 11 &19) 
    Bears Wood Camp Site 
    Courtwood Lane, Croydon, CR0 9HJ 
    9.30 a.m.  – 4.30 p.m. 
 

Please Note:  Module 38 – you must attend both dates (4 April and 17 -19 April)  
 

*You need to complete a county application form and send in a week before the course date   
 

Bookings 
All courses not highlighted – GLSWscouts.org.uk 
Highlighted Courses i.e. Scouting Essentials & Outdoor Scouting – suttonscouts.org.uk 
 

Remember that practice makes perfect 
and even Spiderman has to practice 

somewhere. Pictured here on our wall 
at Sanderstead Community Fair 2017 

mailto:climbingwall@croydonscouting.org.uk


  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

        #Croydon Scouting  #SkillsForLife 
 

Safety resources are all downloadable from the District 

Website  - www.croydonscouting.org.uk 

File 
reference 

Group Health & Safety Policy 1 
Group Safety Logbook 2 
Group Safety Officer Duties 3 
Group_Fire_Risk_Assessment.doc 4 
Duty of Care Summary 5 
User Training Notes and Welcome Pack 6 
Risk Assessment for Group Maintenance Activities 7 
Storage of LPG 8 
First Aid notice board sign 9 
Asbestos in your home 10 
Disabled Discrimination Act requirements 11 
Electrical and Gas Installations – The Regulation requirements 12 
Group Premises Audit Check List 13 
Health and Safety Law for Your Scout Premises- What you should know 14 
HSE Publication indg236 Electrical Inspections 15 

Pinewood Report 
Very busy year in 2019, with lots of work done on site 
and lots of bookings both Scouting and non Scouting and  
2020 is already busy so our advice is to book early.  There 
are service days planned for Sat 11 Jan and Sat 15 Feb 
with serious plans for the building and grounds. 
 

The lake is overflowing and bookings for water activities 
must be made through the Pinewood email address, 
copied in below. 
 

Water Activities - South Norwood Lake 
After Croydon Council have heavily invested in anti blue 
green algae preventative measures were hopeful for a full 
programme in 2020. 
 

Dates have not yet been agreed with our limited number 
of instructors but dinghy sailing and open canoeing 
sessions will be offered on Sat mornings between May 
and September as and when instructors are available. 
 

Cost will be £8 per youngster per session and a booking 
confirmation fee of £40 must be paid in order to secure a 
slot. 
 

Bookings will only be accepted via the CYSSA email 
address:   Please email:  cyssabookings@gmail.com 
 

George Campbell   
Pinewood Committee (Chair) 
Email:  pinewood@croydonscouting.org.uk 
 
 
 

District Safety Committee 
Attention Group Chair and Group Scout Leader 
In 2009 we started our service of visiting all the meeting 
places used by Groups (both owned by the Groups or owned 
by others) to carry out a safety audit and report on the legal 
obligations required by Health and Safety Legislation.  Our 
report gave a list of the improvements required and 
recommended other actions.  We also recommended the 
appointment of a Group Safety Officer not engaged in 
weekly meetings.  Every group was visited and received a 
report. 
  
Please revisit your copy of this report and check you have 
carried out the actions and recommendations.   If you do not 
have a copy of the report, please email Tony Grogan who 
will supply you with a copy.   Please email:   
tonygrogan93@gmail.com. 
 
Members of the Safety committee are still available to visit 
and update the recommendations (however we now 
respond by invitation only).   For your information the District 
website contains a safety section where you will find 
information and documents, we recommend for use by all 
Groups. 
 
Note:-  See table of downloadable files available to support 
you and your Group / Unit. 

http://www.croydonscouting.org.uk/
mailto:cyssabookings@gmail.com
mailto:pinewood@croydonscouting.org.uk
mailto:tonygrogan93@gmail.com


  

 

 

Perception 
In the last newsletter I spoke about the ‘Vision and the 3 Pillars to support the vision moving forward.  The perception of local Scouting 
can be influenced by our actions.  Positive images of Scouting engaging in high profile activity, participating in local community 
projects and over the last few months we have certainly done that in abundance. 
 
Therefore, firstly can I please thank everyone for all the fine work being carried out in your Groups over the last few months.  There 
is a lot of very exciting and positive Scouting being carried out and we have been able to publish comments and notes to promote 
this on both the District and County public social media areas which all goes part of the way to tackling perception in our communities.   
Support at the Croydon Civic Remembrance Parade and Service in Croydon and the many hundred members from Croydon Scouting 
who attended similar events within your local communities.  The County Eurojam visit to Ypres, Belgium was especially fitting at this 
time and provided a very humbling and positive message about Scouting and our young people in the Borough.   Well done to 
everyone concerned.   Engaging in various litter picks in community areas and in particular Kenley Aerodrome (7th Purley).  Food 
collections and donations to the Purley Food Hub (19th Purley).  Singing Christmas Carols at a number of care and nursing homes in 
the Borough carried out by a number of Groups and Sections.      
 
I would also like to make a special mention to the many Scout Groups and Sections who are producing high achievers and in particular 
the 28th Croydon Scout Group.  On Sunday 15th December I was very pleased to have been asked to present 2 Beaver Scout Bronze 
Chief Scout Awards and 5 Cub Scout Silver Chief Scout Awards.  I understand there are at least 2 further Scout Gold Chief Scout 
Awards almost ready to be presented.  These achievements are testimony to the Groups and Leaders offering a balanced programme 
combined with an exciting array of challenging activities and sheer hard work from the young people themselves.  Nothing is a ‘given’ 
and only hard work and determination will produce high achievers. 
 
Moving into 2020 - You will remember our recent window display in the CVA Shop in Centrale in Croydon.  This activity will be 
repeated for a two week period ending Friday 5th June 2020.  To coincide with this we have already made application to Croydon 
Council / Croydon BID to hold a large scale recruitment type day on Saturday 6 th June in Croydon North End including the Mobile 
Climbing Wall.  We will be looking for Groups and Leaders to help support on this special occasion to flagship everything that is great 
about Scouting in Croydon.   Please reserve the date and watch this space.    
 
Steve French 
ACC – Perception (GLSW)  
Chair – District PR Committee 
 
Email: perception@glswscouts.org.uk 
Email:  pr@croydonscouting.org.uk 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

One District 
One Movement 

Compass 
Your records are your responsibility 

The Scout Associations adult record system, Compass, contains data about 
each member. It has personal data, and data about your roles and training in 
Scouting. Much of the personal data you can change, and all of the data you can 
challenge if you think it is wrong.  With the best will in the world, errors do creep 
in - and for much of the information only you will recognise the errors. 
 

On the district web site, at http://croydonscouting.org.uk/compass/ , you can 
find “Every User’s Guide to Compass”. Please use it to guide you through 
everything you may need to know to find and check your own data, and to get 
it corrected. 
 

There is a second document designed for GSLs and Group Administrators who 
need to understand and edit other people’s records.   Arrangements will be 
made for those who are not IT-enabled. If anything is not clear please let me 
know. 
 

Tony Crackett 
Email:  tony.crackett@ntlworld.com  
 

 

 

mailto:perception@glswscouts.org.uk
mailto:pr@croydonscouting.org.uk
http://croydonscouting.org.uk/compass/
mailto:tony.crackett@ntlworld.com


  

 

 

Special Report – Explorer Trip to Cumbria 
Croydon and Sutton explorers ventured into the hills of the Lakes supported by Peak SASU October half term. It is a long time since 
we have had a hillwalking weekend in the Lakes. We stayed at Ennerdale Scout Centre in the Northern Lakes, which is located at the 
end of Ennerdale Water giving direct access to some of the finest routes in the lakes. We drove up on the Saturday as the journey is 
too long to be undertaken after school/work on a Friday evening, we travelled in two minibuses and made good time arriving around 
3pm. The remainder of the day was taken up with equipment and logistics checking, as the plan as to remote camp at high level , 
adding a level of complexity. 
 

Saturday morning saw 17 young people in 4 walking groups set out 
from the base and head up to the northern ridge of Ennerdale taking in 
the tops of Starling and Little Dodd, Red Pike, High Stile, High Crag 
and Haystacks, the plan being to camp below the summit of Haystacks 
at around 500m. This was along day carrying full backpacks. Due to 
the logistics of getting minibuses and leaders for the following day I 
needed to meet the walkers at the summit of Haystacks walking in the 
opposite direction. The rendezvous at Haystacks was later than 
planned and whilst the weather was clear and no rain (yes there was 
a weekend in the last 3 months where there was no rain), the wind at 
the chosen site was very strong. Setting up camp with such strong 
winds and very tired explorers was a real challenge and the light was 
fading very quickly. But we got the tents up and dinner well on the way 
when 3 leaders left the campers for the night. 
 

Ian, Nick and I then had to navigate and walk back to the minibus in complete darkness, which was unplanned. We had been walking 
for 20 minutes when we came upon an light in the dark, this was a member of a gold DoE party of 4, looking for a mobile signal. One 
of the party was in serious distress, hallucinating, moaning and shouting. They were doing the right things but wanted to call Mountain 
Rescue. What are the chances of 3 experienced mountain leaders finding them at 8PM on a Sunday night  in the middle of nowhere? 
We went in to rescue mode and advised on first aid, supplied energy gel and reassured they were doing the right thing and to keep 
the casualty where they were. We would call MR when we could get a signal. We didn’t get a signal until we reached the YHA 

Honister Pass some 45 minute’s walk so used their landline. It certainly 
gave added impetus for a rapid descent, putting our night nav training 
into perspective.MR attended and the 3 of eventually got back to the 
base around 00:30 and were able to have our dinner.  
  
The following morning the walkers descended having had a cold windy 
night but everyone was rested and in good spirits. The minibuses 
collecting them and taking them back to base for lunch and a quick 
turnaround to go climbing. Ian Tombleson and Bob Lewis having had 
the morning to reccie the crag and set up the pitches. A fantastic 
afternoon climbing on a perfect crag was had and made better with sun 
being out affording views over to Scotland and the RAF putting on a fly 
past for us! 
  
Tuesday saw fantastic teamwork in getting the base cleared up with 

the warden impressed with our efforts when inspected, then a safe steady return home. The only downside was we had space for 
more explorers, the numbers from Sutton where lower due to the conflict of half term dates between Croydon/Sutton and Surrey all 
having differing half terms this year. 
  
And the casualty? When a I conducted the DoE supervisor the casualty stayed in their tent overnight, with food, water and warmth 
recovered enough to complete their expedition. MR complimented us on our actions, that’s why we train!  
  
I would recommend Ennerdale Scout Centre as a venue for camps the quality of the indoor and outdoor accommodation is first class. 
The location can’t be bettered, but you have to book 18 months in advance and it’s a shame it’s just such a long way for a weekend. 
 
Richard Goad 
Explorer Commissioner 
Email: explorers@croydonscouting.org.uk 

mailto:explorers@croydonscouting.org.uk


  

 

 

Special Report – International Peace Light 2019    
Explorers and Leaders from the Croham Valley Unit travelled to Bentley Copse Scout Camp on 20th December to participate in Surrey 
Scouts' annual Peace Light ceremony and light their lantern from the eternal flame which was carried across Europe by Scouts of 
many countries, starting its journey at the Church of the Nativity in Bethlehem. Sam and Giancarlo read passages during the short 
service. 
 

Later that night the Croham Valley lantern 
was safely back in Croydon and will be 
kept alight until after Christmas Night and 
other Groups and Units in the District 
were given the opportunity to participate 
in the sharing of the chain of lights. 
 

In essence the International Peace Light is 
a lit flame that starts it's journey in 
Bethlehem where at the Grotto of Christ's 
Birth there is an ecumenical service each 
year before the flame is lit by a Scout and 
distributed internationally as a symbol of 
peace.  Surrey Scouts have been involved 
in this project for well over 20 years and 
more recently GLSW and Croydon Scouting via the Croham Valley Explorer Scout Unit have received and distributed the Peace Light 
for people to burn in their homes and churches over Christmas as our commitment to a better world.    
 
'See Peace and Pursue It'   Psalm 34: 12-15 
 
Chris Dean 
ESL Croham Valley ESU 
DCC - Programme (GLSW)  
Email:  tinkerscorner@aol.com 
 

 

Special Report – 19th Purley Scout Group    
Just before Christmas youth members from 
the Scout Group delivered the food 
donations to the Purley Food Hub.  As a 
Group we had been collecting food every 
week during December.  This was an activity 
our young people were very excited about 
and of course thing of others is embedded in 
the true Scouting Ethos.  
We are so proud of the efforts from our 
Group members and their families and the 
Purley Food Hub were very grateful to 
receive our donations.    
 
Liz O’Brien (GSL) 
19th Purley Scout Group 
 
Website:  https://19thpurleyscoutgroup.org/ 
 

 

#SkillsForLife 

mailto:tinkerscorner@aol.com
https://19thpurleyscoutgroup.org/
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/skillsforlife?source=feed_text&epa=HASHTAG&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARCAy0RBIIMWDEAO8ErUD6AQYNV_tfNjH0bEOVr8PAH_xEeCZjb7o-4LkO0seTsNmfSYKZVCP5tkPgB3fqEs9SvpKxc8YUoqEuTanl9-ZMZEhk8HKajgwGF_ZiuIjVlywFMZroKFHh2zack4H40lfZQPXShUhUhljKM4SnDIdIXeS9LtE83kc-hU4pPkzsDu1axq_Ylu5qjwKCHZTOq0K75FiZeTbMZBgPEelF61RS1qMeCGgflihOVEpz0zseBOmzQUYUcgzevJLE9gkngcxG9IB8iR7Sk4ZLG0_srGVkmq7XrCcxEIXCa2bN13SAGISxASDISKLDck_K2VmQhJbKqLt55g9Dg1pgUsjn-E&__tn__=%2ANK-R


  

 

 

Special Report – Emergency Aid Badge 
On a Monday evening a few weeks ago Explorer Scouts from the 
Croham Valley ESU practiced first aid on members of the Casualty 
Union acting out various emergencies. This was the last part of 
their Emergency Aid stage 3 badge. 

 
CVESU meet every Monday 8 -9.30 new members are always 
welcome. 
 
Chris Dean  
ESL Croham Valley ESU 
Email:  tinkerscorner@aol.com 
   

#SkillsForLife 

 

Special Report – Jack Petchey Awards 2019 
On Wednesday 13th November 2019 at the King’s Centre at Chessington 95 young people and 12 adult Leaders from the County 
GLSW were recognised with achievement Awards from the Jack Petchey Foundation.  The awards were presented and photo’s 
taken with Cllr. Humayan Kabir (Mayor of Croydon).   Our adult Leaders pictured (Left to right) Anthony Woodin (ESL – Croham 
Valley ESU) Dawn Lockyer (SL – 17th Purley) and Abdul Kenney (SL – 30th Purley)    

 

 

 

 

 

 

       

 

 

mailto:tinkerscorner@aol.com
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/skillsforlife?source=feed_text&epa=HASHTAG&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARCAy0RBIIMWDEAO8ErUD6AQYNV_tfNjH0bEOVr8PAH_xEeCZjb7o-4LkO0seTsNmfSYKZVCP5tkPgB3fqEs9SvpKxc8YUoqEuTanl9-ZMZEhk8HKajgwGF_ZiuIjVlywFMZroKFHh2zack4H40lfZQPXShUhUhljKM4SnDIdIXeS9LtE83kc-hU4pPkzsDu1axq_Ylu5qjwKCHZTOq0K75FiZeTbMZBgPEelF61RS1qMeCGgflihOVEpz0zseBOmzQUYUcgzevJLE9gkngcxG9IB8iR7Sk4ZLG0_srGVkmq7XrCcxEIXCa2bN13SAGISxASDISKLDck_K2VmQhJbKqLt55g9Dg1pgUsjn-E&__tn__=%2ANK-R


  

 

 

Special Report – 7th Purley Scout Group 
Some of our Cubs, Scouts, Young 
Leaders and parents cleared litter on 
Kenley aerodrome. This was an 
environmental challenge arranged by 
two of our Young Leaders to complete 
their Chief Scout's Gold Award.  This 
was a really worthwhile exercise and 
one that benefits the whole 
community and we are hoping to do 
similar community projects during 
2020.  
 

 
Thank you to Matt, the Countryside Ranger, for helping us with this project and congratulations to Matthew and Samuel on earning 
this prestigious award.  
 
7th Purley Scout Group 
Facebook:  www.facebook.com/7thpurley 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

     
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

#SkillsForLife 
#CroydonScouting 

You Shaped Scouting 
Talk to your Youth Commissioners about You Shaped Scouting 
and how they can support you, your Section and your Group. 
 
Email:  yc@croydonscouting.org.uk 
 
 
 

 
 

Important Dates for your Diary 
 

Scout Cooking Competition 
Saturday 25th January 2020 

 
County Cooking Competition 

9th February 2020 
 

Cub / Scout Link Day 
Saturday 14th March 2020 

 
County Night Exercise 

Weekend 28/29th March 2020 
 

County Day Flare 
(For Scouts 13+ and Explorers) 

5th April 2020 
 

CROYCAMP2020 (District Camp) 
23rd to 25th May 2020 

Frylands Wood Campsite 
 

District AGM – 5th June 2020 
(Details to be confirmed shortly) 

 
District Open Day – 6th June 2020 

Croydon High Street 
(Details to be confirmed shortly) 

 
 
  

http://www.facebook.com/7thpurley
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/skillsforlife?source=feed_text&epa=HASHTAG&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARCAy0RBIIMWDEAO8ErUD6AQYNV_tfNjH0bEOVr8PAH_xEeCZjb7o-4LkO0seTsNmfSYKZVCP5tkPgB3fqEs9SvpKxc8YUoqEuTanl9-ZMZEhk8HKajgwGF_ZiuIjVlywFMZroKFHh2zack4H40lfZQPXShUhUhljKM4SnDIdIXeS9LtE83kc-hU4pPkzsDu1axq_Ylu5qjwKCHZTOq0K75FiZeTbMZBgPEelF61RS1qMeCGgflihOVEpz0zseBOmzQUYUcgzevJLE9gkngcxG9IB8iR7Sk4ZLG0_srGVkmq7XrCcxEIXCa2bN13SAGISxASDISKLDck_K2VmQhJbKqLt55g9Dg1pgUsjn-E&__tn__=%2ANK-R
mailto:yc@croydonscouting.org.uk


  

 

 

Special Report – Circus Skills  
Our newest Scout Group in the District proving that Scouting is far from just ‘knots and woggles’ the 30th Purley Scout Group 

arranged for the Shooting Stars Circus Company to come to their 
Scout Hut on Sunday 8th December as part of their end of year 
celebrations to entertain the young people in the Group and to 
teach then new skills.    #SkillsForLife 
 

 

 

 
 
After all who knows when you might need to balance a stick on 
your chin, balance on a wire, ride a unicycle, make a temporary 
bench or participate in a Cub Scout ID Parade.    
 

 

Website:  https://www.pmscouts.com/ 

 

Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/30thPurleyMasjidScouts/ 

https://www.pmscouts.com/
https://www.facebook.com/30thPurleyMasjidScouts/


  

 

 

Special Report – Remembrance Sunday 2019 
WE WILL REMEMBER THEM  - A special thank you to all Scout Groups and Explorer Units who supported the various acts of 
Remembrance held on Sunday 10th November right across the Borough of Croydon. 

We had Church sponsored Groups joining in their local Parish services and several Groups and Units collabating for larger scale 
outdoor events in Woodcote, Sanderstead, Limpsfield, Purley, Old Coulsdon and Crystal Palace as well in the centre of Croydon for 
the Civic Service of Remembrance held at the Fairfield Halls with the wreath laying ceremony outside the War Memorial in Katherine 
Street. 

This weekend we also saw the GLSW Eurojam contingent (including youth and adult members from Croydon) taking a poignant trip 
to Ypres, Belgium. Members had the honour of taking part in the last post at the Menin Gate, and made time for humbling visits to 
just some of the 100 British and Commonwealth War Cemeteries in Belgium.  

 

They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old:  
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn.  
At the going down of the sun and in the morning.  

We will remember them. 
(Extract from poem 'For the Fallen' by Laurence Binyon) 

 

CROYDON SCOUTING providing #SkillsForLife  
Enquiries: Telephone 0845 265 8311  
Email: info@croydonscouting.org.uk  
Web: www.croydonscouting.org.uk 
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https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.croydonscouting.org.uk%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR23veaqSZj9gRXS44yefvGQNSs2ZNmgTuFXO365w2RGoFZY3AdTgW-YUAw&h=AT1HRM7NEVY8RStw-wv2q4iDFSSck5XT0MiO-QAx1jyNl6cJE2WYvYlSfWRvPBNqxSCHB9Cux3mGVG9tuggyv55f2Lqn7DtZ9q7XjB1Vdztdpg8iQxwiw2I0pRfgbs94tBvW5LeMrZUY4nf2D1GhTGZ8K0qdeZ--EpNS13MUubv2qXpWmNiuzGwNsiRjP1d8L2GvuxvktzPY0xiBkRVT1fWJbZj-o4KOn92hVVhUqLQSB8JMNYd-b6QUuu-dqzMUM-mWTGprTPDJVVtcMo6766nKGv2b6heBb7v2iM_M9F3YxMjNeNwjh5k_uqz7WHNGRGylVVVQ5jhow76VH_TcaW24GmULiudzIFVRtyNSsU7qI3iWiPdSxaLum3xXCrO1sxuZDYsoqUbQme5xhLNTkGYXpW60BPzERc9dJ5JLo01xz3VO7-sHNiOsa8gu36djhrWnipLw8ZO0RvUpdaz7gucJjG_qdFATpsPwO6vOqZU7SznzQDS_lymL7bwCg7QRy2oD3etbDDRlURA8n-wot0jEyTtbfb7_WuPZmI8BJT10PNxNeTf0AgJsSU4NOlq2VQi2Tdf4bh6bOBkme7x4QCMx8N8iQWXkegFcdSl2enU1uGNpOf6EwDScONmovlhbOp7v32GbNIss3iJAXuwrEzoAG_OiDDNEWMnNrf4g


  

 

 

 

#SkillsForLife 
CROYCAMP2020 

 
 

Bookings are now being taken for this exciting and not to be missed activity weekend at Frylands Wood in May 2020.  Leaflets were 
made available to all Groups via their GSL’s so every young person can be given a leaflet to take home to help local recruitment for 
this event. 
 
Group Leaders have been provided with the link to Eventbright where bookings are being taken now.  Once bookings are made online 
an invoice will be issued to the Group to confirm payment details. 
 
A lot of time and effort has been made by the organising team and in the spirit of youth led Scouting, let your young people decide. 
 



  

 

 

CROYCAMP2020 
 

 

        
  

 
 
 

Put the ‘OUT’ back into Scouting 
 

CROYCAMP2020 
 

Bookings being taken now !! 
 

 
 
 



  

 

 

District PR Committee 
The new District PR committee met in March and October 2019.  Previously we 
had reviewed and re-printed our selection of leaflets available to support Groups 
and Scouting in Croydon.   We arranged a 2 week window display in the CVA 
Shop in Croydon and this will be repeated towards the end of May 2020 to 
hopefully coincide with a Croydon Scouting Open Day in Croydon High Street.  We 
are just waiting for confirmation back from Croydon BID following our application.   

 
Supplies of the printed resources are available upon request to the PR Committee.   The branded gazebo’s are still available and we 
will look at the rebranding in due course.  Any request to borrow any of the PR equipment, or for supplies of the new printed materials 
please email: pr@croydonscouting.org.uk 
 
 

District Website: 
www.croydonscouting.org.uk 

 

County Website: 
www.glswscouts.org.uk 

 

Headquarters Website: 
www.scouts.org.uk 

 
 Croydon Scouting provides #SkillsForLife  

 

mailto:pr@croydonscouting.org.uk


  

 

 

Water Activities 
Any enquiries for water activities at either Pinewood Scout Centre or at Norwood Lakes should be emailed directly as follows. 
Pinewood: pinewood@croydonscouting.org.uk  Norwood Lakes:  cyssabookings@gmail.com 
 

 
  

 
Bears Wood Camp Site 

The campsite is fully open for business although no organised activities are 
currently being offered.  Potential site activities are being reviewed at present 
and plans are in place and will develop over the coming weeks and months, 
however the site is primarily a camping site and is looking at it’s best.  
 
An immeasurable amount of work has been carried out over the last few weeks 
and the site is looking good and well worth a visit.  If you wish to make 
enquiries to use Bears Wood Camp Site please email:  
bearswood@croydonscouting.org.uk 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Pinewood Scout Centre 

Generally the site is very busy at present with many regular and new 
enquiries and bookings coming through.  The Mobile Climbing Wall has also 
been offering weekday evening sessions (by arrangement) for Groups and 
Sections and this has proved very successful for the 2nd year running.   
 
If you wish to make enquiries to use the Pinewood Scout Centre, please 
email:  pinewood@croydonscouting.org.uk 

mailto:pinewood@croydonscouting.org.uk
mailto:cyssabookings@gmail.com
mailto:bearswood@croydonscouting.org.uk
mailto:pinewood@croydonscouting.org.uk


  

 

 

 

One District One Movement 
 

 

#SkillsForLife 
 


