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As I write this hounded by Steve again,
we are only 99 days from the longest
day of the year. What are you getting up
to this summer? Are you going to send
in some anecdotes and photographs?

ACTIVITIES DONE OR PLANNED THIS YEAR SO FAR:
• District Memorial service, January 2019

• Trip by 1st Crystal Palace Explorer Scout Unit to the Gambia,
February 2019

• 1st, 7th and 18th Purley in County night hike, March 2019

• Operation Overlord Revisited – County expedition to the
beaches of Normandy, April 2019

So what is exciting and planned for May, June and July? Where
are the activity permits and NAN forms and where is my invite?

Please can you all make sure that your Group records are all up
to date with regard to numbers of members and waiting lists? Can
you also make a superhuman effort to ensure that all Leader records
are up to date and contact me directly if you are having difficulties?

It’s been suggested that I make a regular
contribution to Bourne Again. I’m afraid
that this won’t perhaps be as exciting 
as some of the other articles but hope-
fully it will be informative and if nothing
else will help keep you updated.

REVIEW OF GOVERNANCE
As you will hopefully be aware the District Executive Committee

has spent the past year reviewing governance in the District. The
purpose of this review is to ensure that not only are we compliant,
accountable and transparent in everything we do, but that we
continue to meet the needs of Scouting in Croydon.

The review process is still ongoing so if you feel there is anything
we should be looking at please do not hesitate to contact me or any
other member of the District Executive Committee with your
thoughts and views.

DISTRICT CONSTITUTION
As part of the review process we have produced a District

Constitution, which (subject to final approval) will act as the primary
document of governance for the District. The Constitution clearly
explains how the administrative aspects of the District will be
managed, along with the processes and procedures that will be
followed.

By the time you read these notes the final version of the
Constitution should have been approved by the District Executive

GREG COOK - DISTRICT COMMISSIONER
Special congratulations to the following members of the District,

having gained Length of Service Awards or Woodbadges over the
last three months:

• 20 Years Service Award – Catherine Balzer

• 15 Years Service Award – Andrew Hancock, Trevor Lowe

• 10 Years Service Award – Richard Smit, Jina Stillman

• 5 Years Service Award – Emma Powell, Ruth Chung, 
Charmain Kitazono, Caroline Sauret, Juli Reed, Carol Russell,
Amanda Giles, Jordan De Saa, Belinda Mather, Anna Russell,
Tanisha Anderson, Mary-Lee Know, Marion Reeves, 
Claire Heming.

• Woodbadges – Andrew Davies, Fiona Oliver, Katherine Sabey,
Roger Slade, Franchesca Taylor.

Well done to everyone named above and where possible I should
like to present these awards personally so please contact me to
arrange this.

Greg Cook – District Commissioner
e: dc@croydonscouting.org.uk

Committee and will hopefully be available on the District website
for your information.  For the Constitution to become a valid
working document it will need to be approved by the District Scout
Council at the District AGM.

YOUTH SHAPED STRATEGY
On the subject of policies, the District Executive Committee

recently approved the District Youth Shaped Strategy. Not only does
this demonstrate our commitment to Youth Shaped Scouting but it
also means that the strategy is now official District Policy. For further
information on the strategy see the District website or contact any
of our Youth Commissioners.

APPOINTMENTS COMMITTEE
Our Adult Appointments Committee (AAC) is now under the

Chair of Theresa Jeffrey. Theresa is supported in her role by Jenny
Robson our new Appointments Secretary. In an effort to be more
flexible and user friendly the committee are meeting at various
venues on different evenings. The committee has also embraced
modern technology and has recently conducted their first interview
via Skype!

PR COMMITTEE
The reformed District Public Relations Committee recently held

their first meeting under the Chair of Steve French. The committee
have a new remit and one of their first priorities will be to update
all the District PR resources and material to incorporate the new
branding of the Scout Association.

DAVE RIXSON - DISTRICT CHAIR
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ROUND THE GROUPS
Despite the last few months being cold and darkness
drawing in earlier at the end of the day, there have been
some events that Beavers have been involved in.

We are aware that a few Groups have done litter picks in their
areas or have had days out at various places and I am sure all those
involved will have had a great time and made a huge difference in
the case of litter picks. Other Colonies were holding fun and
fundraising ‘scootering’ to get clean water for Developing Countries

PAST, PRESENT & FUTURE
After a somewhat long delay, a visit to
Great Ormond Street Hospital to hand
over the money raised from the Cubopoly
event eventually took place on Monday
24 December. Cubopoly raised a total of
£1757.30 and a report features elsewhere
in this issue of Bourne Again.

Also the subject of a separate report,
Saturday 9 February was this year’s
annual Badge Day at RAF Hendon. In total
we had 192 Cubs attend along with 75
Leaders and parents.

This year’s CSSA event will take place
on Sunday 12 May. If you haven’t sent
details over please do so asap.

with no Sanitation and other Colonies were eating pizza and cakes
(see separate reports).

Looking ahead, we have our District Fun day on Saturday 27
April at Bears Wood. Please can Leaders let the parents know (asap)
as we have the Easter break before and we hope for a high turnout.
A PDF copy of the poster is available from your ADC Beaver team.

We will also be holding a Challenge Day at Frylands on Saturday
1 June.

Keep up the Beavering and have fun!

Tana/Franchesca/Andrew – ADC (Beavers)
e: beavers@croydonscouting.org.uk

The origins of the Woodbadge beads can be traced back to 1888
when Baden-Powell was on a military campaign in Zululand, where
he found a 12ft-long necklace made up from more than a thousand
acacia beads.

Much later Baden-Powell sought a distinctive award for the
participants of the first Gilwell Park course. Since September 1919
adult volunteers in the Scout Movement have been awarded the
Woodbadge on the completion of their Leader Training.

Andrew Davies (ADC Beavers) 
presenting Maddie Dunn BSL (1st S&A) 
with her Woodbadge on 12 March. 
Well done, Maddie!

DISTRICT EXECUTIVE - ELECTED MEMBERS
This year we will be inviting nominations from members 

of the District Scout Council for a maximum of five elected
positions to serve on the District Executive Committee. 
To be eligible nominees must be members of the District 
Scout Council.

At the time of writing the 5 existing elected members have
indicated that they are willing to stand for re-election for a
further year.  If there are any other nominations the nomination
forms are being circulated shortly, they will also be available from
Pam Grogan our District Secretary. 

In the event that there are more than five nominations an
election will be held. It is hoped that any election will be carried
out electronically prior to the AGM. I will keep you updated on
developments. 

DISTRICT AGM
On the subject of the District AGM, the provisional date

(subject to final confirmation) is Tuesday 11 June. We are hoping
to try a slightly different format this year from that of previous
years. Once again I will keep you informed of developments.

GROUP REPORTS AND ACCOUNTS
With the AGM season just around the corner, Groups are

reminded that a copy of their annual reports and accounts should
be forwarded to John Seaton (Deputy District Chair and Chair of
the District Finance Committee) within 14 days of their AGM.

JAPANESE KNOTWEED
The Scout Association will shortly be publishing guidelines for

the management of Japanese knotweed.  Groups will be required
to carry out regular inspections and, where knotweed is present,
they will be expected to manage and treat in accordance with the
current legislation.

As part of our risk management strategy it would to helpful to
know which Groups have knotweed on their land and which Groups
have adjoining properties or land where knotweed is present.

AND FINALLY
Should you have any queries on any of the above please do not

hesitate to contact me.

Dave Rixson – District Chair
e: chair@croydonscouting.org.uk
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FUTURE EVENTS

District Cub Leaders Meeting will take place on Tuesday 
2 April at 2nd Selsdon & Addington’s HQ (entrance between 
89 & 91 Foxearth Road, Selsdon CR2 8EN).

Chief Scouts Silver Award Event will take place on Sunday 
12 May. As it is by Invitation only, please send details of recipients
over (if you haven’t already done so) asap.

Baloo Trophy will take place on Saturday 22 June at Bears
Wood and the booking form will be out in the first week of April. 
Please make sure that you complete your booking form and return
it as soon as possible.

Mandy/Peter/Jack – ADC (Cubs)
e: cubs@croydonscouting.org.uk
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We have our planned new and exciting ‘Archery & Rifle’
competition which is being held at Frylands Wood Campsite on 
Saturday 27th April, our annual Checkpoint Challenge competition
on Sunday 19th May and the Water Activity Fun Day at Norwood
Lake in June. (all reports to follow in the next edition)

We do hope to see a lot of you at the upcoming events and as
always should you have any queries regarding the Scout Section in
Croydon please feel free to contact me in the normal way. 

Jordan De Saa
ADC (Scouts)
e: scouts@croydonscouting.org.uk

The Scout Section have had a quieter start to the New Year
with fewer events. But this was all planned and all of them
went really well and a huge congratulations to the teams
for running such great weekends.

EVENTS PAST:
Patrol Leaders Weekend 
County Night Exercise

We do have some big events coming up shortly where we are
expecting some high attendance.   In particular the Cub /Scout Link
day was held on Saturday 23rd March with over 120 attendees. 

SCOUT PL TRAINING WEEKEND
Towards the end of February, the Scout Section saw the return of their District Patrol Leaders training weekend. After a
two-year gap the course was fully booked and had an extremely long waiting list. The Scouts were mixed into Patrols and
each member of a Patrol given a chance to lead it through a series of special tasks, problem solving and challenges. The
weather was great and everyone involved enjoyed the event.

The weekend ended with many high-achieving but very tired young people. A big thank you to all those involved in supporting the event
and helping develop our Leaders of the future. Kaye Maltman District Scouter

An endorsement from one of
our District Youth Commissioners:

“It was fantastic to see all 
the wonderful things that were
happening at the PL’s training
weekend at Bears Wood. So 
many young people enjoying 
the beautiful weather and
learning important Scouting
and more importantly Leader-
ship skills”

Thanks to everyone involved 
in helping make this such an
amazing weekend. #skillsforlife

Emily Cruttenden
Youth Commissioner
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POWERFUL RESOURCE
You will be aware from the last edition that currently we
have no manager for the District Active Support Unit.

To confirm, Scout Active Support is for anyone over the age of
18 years. It is a way for adults to volunteer time to Scouting in a
flexible way that suits them. We already have Active Support Units
supporting Bears Wood, Pinewood and the Mobile Climbing Wall
in Croydon, in addition to the main unit formerly managed by Kate
that helps and supports at various events in the District.

An ideal Active Support Unit provides a powerful resource for
managers of local Scouting including Group Scout Leaders, District
Commissioners and County/Area Commissioners, who can use it in
whichever way is required. Many members of Active Support Units
carry with them great knowledge, which is essential to support
Scouting locally and this needs to be managed.

Clearly, without District oversight this leaves us at a disadvantage
from this potentially very positive and useful resource, however
maybe the time has come to redefine the needs of the wider District.
Perhaps the way forward is to encourage Groups themselves to start
Active Support Sections and simply have a co-ordinator in the
District to oversee and promote all the good work going on in the
District – food for thought and I welcome your comments, please.

We have set up a new Active Support Unit for the Rockets alone
and Kate Balzer will continue to
offer this activity at suitable events
and occasions in and around the
District. Further information
regarding this will follow.

Enquiries to Kate
e: kate_balzer@yahoo.com

TIME FOR REFLECTION
In December we had a great turn-out when 15 of us met
for our Christmas social at the Green Dragon pub, where a
merry time was indeed had by all.

We started the New Year off with a time for reflection, as some
of our members attended the memorial service for Scouts from
Croydon who had given their lives in the war. To say it helped us
understand the value of Scouting and what was given up so we can
have this movement is an understatement.

In January we decided to go back to basics and keep it simple so
we had a small hall night, enjoying smores and discussing awards
that members are working on, and appointing a new member to
the Network exec.

February saw us venture out to the local board game cafe to try
our luck at a few different games and although there had to be
losers, I think everyone was a winner that night.

Looking forward, we have a fun and active programme planned,
including indoor archery, ice skating, wide games, rifle shooting and
climbing. We also have a few extra meetings in between our regular
monthly meetings with an escape room, a camp in July and we will
be investing some new members.

Chloe Ballard –
Deputy Chair Network
e: croydon.network@blueyonder.co.uk

EXPLORERS ARE GO
Croydon Explorers have camped in the Gambia, at Fire and Ice
and at Gilwell Winter Camp (complete with white water rafting).

Explorers have cooked pancakes, had a bake-off, a Ready, Steady,
Cook event for Chinese New Year, have been bob sleighing, on the
London Monopoly Run, been in an escape room, and had a casino
night (not real money). They still found time to go shooting with
Addiscombe rifle club, night hiking, making survival bracelets and
painting with lights. Other Explorers had wide games on their own
and joint with other Units, as well as learning important life skills.
#skillsforlife

Purley Oaks and Pinewood Seahorses Units have both crewed at
Frylands Wood Scout Centre and Seahorses have also celebrated
their 10th birthday with a party, including party boxes and sleepover.

Over the next few weeks and months we are looking forward to
Day-Flare, the County incident hike, and of course Gilwell 24, the
highlight of the year for many Explorer Scouts.

YOUNG LEADER TRAINING
13 YLs attended the training session for modules A, B and F in

February and A & G in March.

Richard Goad – (DESC)
e: richard.goad@blueyonder.co.uk

YOUTH COMMISSIONERS

We continue to visit the various events running in the District and
had such a fun time at Patrol Leaders training at Bears Wood. It was
so exciting to see the development of the Leaders of the future!
Keep up the good work everyone and please let us know if you
would like visits, help or advice from your Youth Commissioners.

Emily Cruttenden/Megan Young/Aidan Devaney/Jake Belcher
Croydon Youth Commissioner Team
e: yc@croydonscouting.org.uk

The Youth Commissioners have been busy as always. 
What with February 2019 being the final YouShaped
month, we have spent time encouraging everyone to fill in
the consultation to ensure that the future of YouShaped is
dictated by the people who should have the most say - the
youth! We hope that everyone took the opportunity to fill
in the consultation and look forward to sharing the results
with you.
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JUST A NORMAL WEEKEND

S P E C I A L  R E P O R T S

In February Beavers from 1st Croydon spent time on their
scooters at Bingham Rec. 

Fun and fundraising, they totalled
43 laps or approximately 43km –
roughly the average distance children
as young as five years walk in a week
to get clean water in developing
countries with no sanitation.

GOING THE DISTANCE

After a busy weekend the 6th Croydon Scouts enjoyed a
wide game at Croham Hurst. We also enjoyed a YouShape
sleepover planned by ourselves and went to the Oxygen
Trampoline Park for the last bounce of the evening. We
invested the newest member of the troop on the
trampolines and then hiked back to our hall where we
pitched tents. The following morning the Scouts took the
tents down while others went to the park to collect wood
for kindling.

We had an amazing nerf fun war complete with dens and
shelters and a lunch-time break and fire-lighting. It was fun and
shows even Scouts are still not too old for a ‘good old’ sleepover.

Contact: Coffee Chalk & Creativity
222 Addington Road, South Croydon CR2 8LD
t: 07983 378573

A great programme idea thanks to Coffee Chalk on
Addington Road for feeding 2nd S&A Beavers a few weeks
ago with pizza, chips and cake.

The chalk and blackboard tables made great fun for them all too.

Children 
writing 

on tables 
what’s 
next?

FOOD FOR THOUGHT

Keep scootering!
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CUBOPOLY 2018

12 May last year over 90 Cubs took part in Cubopoly, a special 50/50
sponsored fund raising challenge in aid of Great Ormond Street
Hospital (GOSH).

In a single day, using public transport, the Cubs had to visit as many Group
HQs, local landmarks, campsites and even the District Commissioner’s front
door and return to base before 6pm. Points were awarded to each team,
based on who reached each location first, then on a decreasing scale
thereafter. During the day additional challenges were provided to keep
everyone on their toes.

All teams had to be back at 19th Purley HQ by 6pm or they had points
deducted dependant on how many minutes they arrived after the deadline.

On Monday 24 December a small party of Cubs visited GOSH and had a
guided tour round the hospital and then presented a cheque for the amazing
sum of £1757.30. The Cub Section have decided to repeat this event later
this year (19 October) and for the benefit of a local Croydon Charity.

A wonderful weekend of fun, outdoors and laughter! 28th
Croydon Bede enjoyed fire-lighting, archery, grass-sledging,
kite-making and just being outside with friends!

Putting the ‘OUT’ back into Scouting – nothing more to be said.

FUN & FROLICS



Croydon District Cub Team’s organised
Cub Badge Day – Air Activities 1 and 2 
– at RAF Museum, Hendon, Saturday 
9 February.

It was a dry but blustery Saturday morning
in early February and over 18 Cub packs from
all over Croydon District started to make their
way to The RAF Museum in Hendon, North
London. Over 192 Cubs, 45 Leaders and at 
least 27 parents boarded buses, trams, trains
and the underground to get to Hendon for our
District Badge Day. Our aim was to reward
everyone with their Air Activities 1 and 2 staged
activity badges.

Miraculously, everyone arrived at the
museum for the pre-arranged 10am meeting
time. We even got Mandy into a bit of a jog
from the tube station to make sure she was
ready to welcome everyone. She was armed
with welcome packs, maps, activity sheets,

certificates and badges. There was ample
material to keep excited Cubs busy for a few
hours.

Allowed to split up into their own Groups,
the Cubs enjoyed working their way round the
many hangars, which had displays including 100
years of the RAF, RAF – First to the Future, First
World War in the Air 1914-1918, War in the Air
1918-1980 and much, much more. The Cubs
were able to interact with many of the exhibits
and displays, and some of them even managed
to experience the 4D virtual reality cinema flight
with one of the Red Arrows, RED 1!

With a calming lunch break in between, and
the chance for the Leaders to grab a coffee after
the very early start, work on activity sheets
continued and the Cubs (and adults) had a bit
longer to wander round the museum and jump
in and out of planes, boats, tanks, and push and
pull as many buttons that they could find.

www.croydonscouting.org.uk8 Bourne Again 71 - April 2019

CHOCKS AWAY!
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We all gathered round the mighty Lancaster bomber to end off
the day, and there were a lot of tired faces looking up at us. With
the raise of an arm, over 250 of us fell silent, and Mandy addressed
all the Cubs, helpers and Leaders and thanked everyone for being
part of such a successful day. There were still a few activities that
needed to be done back at HQ, so Mandy handed out badges and
certificates for presentation back home.

A big thank you to all the Leaders who asked for this badge day
to go ahead, and also backed it up by coming along on the day with
an army of parents, helpers and siblings to look after all the Cubs.
Big thanks also must go to Mandy and the District Cub Team for
arranging such a great day out.

We now just need to work out what the next badge trip or
activity is going to be!
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FRYLANDS WOOD BADGE COMPETITION
Aleena Khokhar, one of our female Scouts, was shocked
to see someone had copied her design for the Frylands
90th year badge competition. A few seconds later she
was re-assured that the badge design was actually her
own entry and that her design had been independently
chosen as the winning entry. Frylands have awarded the
Group a free activity on a future visit to the Scout Centre
once the badges have been produced.

Winners: First place, 30th Purley; second place, 5th S&A; third place, 8th West Wickham.

ASTRONOMY AND ISLAM –
ROYAL OBSERVATORY GREENWICH

In early February the Beavers, Cubs and their parents visited
the Royal Observatory in Greenwich.  Sheikh Suliman Gani
had helped to plan the talk with Brother Imad Ahmed from
the New Crescent Society.

The talk featured stories of the stars and the moon, the Muslim
contribution to astronomy, and how to look out for the new crescent
moon for the upcoming month of Jumada al Thani.

Everyone had a wonderful day and made the most of being able
to explore the grounds around the museum with their families.

ZAYTOUN & BUKHARI SCOUT TROOPS
We are proud to have launched two new sections, namely
Zaytoun Scout Troop for the girls, named after Mount Olive (Zaytoun) in Jerusalem; and Bukhari Scout Troop for boys,
named after Imaam Bukhari who is considered as one of the most distinguished scholars of Hadith (collection of sayings
of the Prophet Muhammed, ‘Peace Be Upon Him’ that were narrated by companions of the Prophet) in Islamic history.

We had 19 Zaytoun Scouts and 18 Bukhari Scouts started on 24 and 28 February respectively. The inaugural sessions for both sections
were a mix of getting to know games and introduction to the World Membership badge. ADC Scouts Jordan and Inshan were in attendance
for the Bukhari Troop and helped to support the leadership team by refereeing one of the games. The Group is looking forward to joining
the upcoming District events for Scouts.

30TH PURLEY (MASJID)
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Members from Crystal Palace (Scouts and Explorers)
have just returned from a volunteering experience
with the WYCE (Wonder Years Centre of Excellence)
in the Gambia. Attached to this edition of Bourne
Again is a copy report put together by Max Moore,
one of the Scouts who attended the experience.

Without wanting to steal any thunder from his diary, while
in the Gambia the group took part in many volunteering
efforts, including block-making. They were also able to
donate some musical instruments to the school for the
benefit of the young people.

Every young person should have the opportunity for this
type of experience just once in their lives.

George Campbell (SL)

THE GAMBIA

CLEAR THE COURT

Well done to all those that braved a chilly
morning to join forces with the 5th S&A
and Friends of Selsdon Wood to help clear
litter from Court Wood. Amazing what can
be done in 90 mins. Unfortunately the
photo is missing many of the young people
but your work was greatly appreciated.

#selsdoncommunity

#croydonscouting

#makingapositive
differenceintheircommunity

– with Matthew Davies.
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Dear Samantha,
My Beaver Scouts are whizzes with the

Bookfaces and the Tweetstagrams, but all
this social media confuses me. If you can
give me some tips on how to promote my
Group, I’ll be sure to give you some

likes/hashtags/bitcoins.
Anonymous (Croydon)

Dear Anonymous of Croydon,
It’s ok to be afraid of Facebook. I myself still don’t know

what a snap chat is. Social media is a great way to promote
your Group, it’s like a website, but free and easy.

MY TOP TIPS FOR FACEBOOK ARE:
1. Know the difference between a page and a group. Groups

are great for getting your parents to talk to each other,
provide updates and show pictures to a selected set of
people. A page is what the general public see. Make sure it’s

NIGHTS AWAY

To avoid confusion with recently updated forms, this clarification 
is made on behalf of all District Nights Away Advisors and 
Section ADCs.

As we fast approach the warmer weather and Groups and Units are busy
preparing for their forthcoming Easter, bank holiday or summer activities, can
we please ensure that all Groups/Sections and Units submit their NAN forms
in good time on the correct forms and emailed to the District email forwarder
as below. Please also ensure that your GSL/DESC is aware of your plans.

A reminder that all adults staying overnight must hold a current Scout
Association DBS. Non-Scout YLs (i.e. those doing DofE service from schools)
cannot attend camps or sleepovers. The limit to their approved service is to
attend weekly Section meetings only.

The correct and current NAN form to be used is Sept/18
Version 7 (see link below)
https://members.scouts.org.uk/supportresources/
2868/nights-away-notification-form-nan?cat=
419,26,358,578

Please ensure your form is emailed to:
nanforms@croydonscouting.org.uk

Happy camping!

Dickie Ball 
ADC – Nights Away Support
e: ra.ball@blueyonder.co.uk

on brand and full of pictures and updates about the exciting
things you have been doing.

2. Embrace the 1-minute video. Videos perform really well on
Facebook. Why not make a compilation of some shots from
an activity, or get your Scouts to interview each other about
why they are having fun. For the pros add subtitles for those
watching on mute.

3. Promote yourself to the local community. Regularly update
your local ‘croydon mums’ Facebook page from your group
page. Especially when you have been taking part in some
community action. There’ll be a queue at the door.

Samantha,
District Enquiries Secretary

If you’ve got something that Samantha may be able to help with,
why not email enquiries@croydonscouting.org.uk – your
question could be answered in the next edition of Bourne Again.

BOURNE AGONY (AUNT) (A dash of humour, reality and positive support)



www.croydonscouting.org.ukBourne Again 71 - April 2019 13

We’ve had two very successful service days in January and
February when we’ve

• Levelled and surfaced the new car park area. Parking must
now only take place within the compound, in the marked
parking bays, or in the new car park.

• Cleared debris from lake and stream.

• Cleared more rhododendrons and planted out more trees.

• Brush-cut paths and camping areas.

• Litter picked.

• Installed a tomahawk throwing range.

PINEWOOD SCOUT CENTRE 
More service days will be announced via Facebook and 

social media.
We’ve also applied for funding towards helping us renovate the

showers and plan to complete this work during 2019.
Bookings for 2019 are already flooding in, as far ahead as

October so please if you’d like to make use of Pinewood please
book early.

A huge thanks to all the committee members and service day
volunteers, old and young, who have worked so hard to improve
facilities at Pinewood and in so doing helped hundreds of local
youngsters enjoy the site and its opportunities even more.

George Campbell (Chair)
Pinewood Scout Centre
e: gopinewood@gmail.com

WATER ACTIVITIES

Our volunteer team continues the
ongoing process of cutting and splitting
the imported timber we receive, which
supplies the wood-burning stove in the
building and the camp fire.

Bookings to date this year are
reasonable and we continue to receive
many enquiries. We recently entertained
350 Scouts and Explorers from Bromley District
for their annual ‘Scout of Steel’ competition (assault course/cross
country run).

Dickie Ball Chair – Bears Wood
e: ra.ball@blueyonder.co.uk

ON-GOING IMPROVEMENTS
Since my last report we have begun the task of tidying the
camping areas. A major part of this is clearing last year’s fallen
leaves from around the sites, chapel and campfire circle.

Installation of the metal fencing along our main track is now
complete and, at District’s request, we have built the war memorial
to Croydon Scouts in the Leaders’ area. A drinking water tap –
separate from the sink taps – has now been fitted in the main
kitchen.

We have used the tyres from the closed quad-bike track to mark
the boundary of the car park more clearly. The tyres have been filled
with wood chip and will be planted when the wood chip has
composted down to make earth later this year.

BEARS WOOD

Currently we are unable to
confirm dates and sessions at
either Pinewood or Norwood
Lakes. Once instructor availability
has been confirmed dates will be
circulated in the District.

However, any specific enquiries to
be addressed to George Campbell in
the meantime.

e: tinygeorge50@gmail.com



MOBILE CLIMBING WALL
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As we all know this time of year brings
everything out of hibernation and the
Mobile Climbing Wall is no different. March
saw the annual uncovering and the usual
instructor training, thankfully this year not
in the snow, and April will see the long 
haul up to the Yorkshire/Lancashire borders
to have the annual testing of all the
equipment carried out. We are all looking
forward to attending some local events,
advertising Croydon Scouting and most
importantly getting young people involved
in outdoor activities.

After a really successful 2018, which exceeded
all expectations, we hope to have another
successful year with a full calendar of over 30
events. These are a mixture of public/PR events,
group events and evening sessions.

As last year, we have scheduled nine evening sessions during the
summer term to be held at Pinewood and no doubt many of you
will have seen the advertising flyer that went out on Facebook and
to all GSLs. Some of you may have already signed up for them.
These sessions are bookable on a first come, first served basis and
are obviously limited in quantity, time and numbers.

There are three other limiting factors: 
the weather, climbing is totally weather
dependant; light, we have chosen the
summer term which provides the longest
days; and obviously instructor availability.
Evenings can prove difficult for instructors,
especially for early evening Beaver sessions,
so if you have one of our instructors in your
Group then rope them in (pardon the pun)
and get preferential treatment.

There is obviously a cost implication and
also, as numbers of climbers at any one time
are limited, you will have to put on a
background activity for those waiting to climb
and those who have already been.

Please see the flyer and price list on
Croydon Leaders Facebook or ask your GSL for
a copy to be sent to them. Then drop me a line

on the email below with your preferred requirements so we can try
to see if we can fit you in.

Martin Greenwood
SAS Unit Manager (Mobile Climbing Wall)
e: climbingwall@croydonscouting.org.uk

position is not going to be ‘wall or nothing’. Placement and
operation of the wall needs to follow a strict policy and close liaison
between the PR Committee and Martin Greenwood (I/C Climbing
Wall) will continue to agree suitable dates/venues. Also it is clear
that while the wall is highly visible it also carries with it a high
financial liability and therefore its use needs to be balanced against
projected footfall and support from any local Scout Groups.

As a District we will deal with and manage our public image,
website, and social media, and maintain high-profile contact with
the Council, our local MPs, Ward Councillors, the Mayoral offices

(Croydon and London) and liaise with other
youth organisations in Croydon as well as
local business leaders. We will of course
help and support Groups where we 
can, and will loan out District equipment
and provide advertising and give-away
materials.

The agreed remit for the new
committee, while clearly focusing on the
public image of the District, will also be
involved with organising and/or co-
ordinating various District events and PR
opportunities, e.g. the recent District
Memorial Service held at Croydon Minster.

Steve French
On Behalf of District PR Committee 
e:  pr@croydonscouting.org.uk

PUBLIC RELATIONS REPORT

PR has not been reported in this newsletter for several
editions. However that is all going to change and you will
see a marked increase in PR-related material and support
being circulated and provided.

Some may ask, what is the difference between PR and marketing?
In my humble opinion PR is all about maintaining the brand and the
public image whereas marketing is about promoting or selling a
product or service. The analogy would be that District will oversee,
promote and support Groups to maintain the brand and the public
image, whereas Groups and Units must market Scouting locally and
engage within their local communities.

Conclusion: brand & message linked with
visibility and positive news equals greater
awareness, bigger community impact
resulting in growth in numbers. Obviously
the quality of what we offer will influence
our stability and retention of membership.

Moving forward, we have reformed the
District PR Committee and currently have
around 12 members who met for the first
time in early March. Priorities currently are
to prepare and print the new range of
advertising material for the District and
Groups to use on all public occasions and
opportunities found during the year.

To clarify, PR opportunities will not always
utilise the Mobile Climbing Wall. This is a
great asset for the District but our default
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Congratulations to the following five people who have
completed their formal training and Woodbadges in recent
months:

Luke Davis SL 21st Purley
Chris Chapman CSL 9th Purley
Becky Taylor ASL 6th Croydon
Paul Ashton ASL 6th Croydon
Jack Wensley Youth Commissioner

Congratulations and welcome to the following five new
Leaders who have completed their Getting Started training
modules, have also been to the appointment committee
and now have full appointments:

Sean Feeney ACSL 29th Croydon
Michael Bedding ABSL 18th Purley
James Clements ACSL 1st Crystal Palace
Kirsten Eeles BSL 29th Purley
Nimar Kamalaghaan ACSL 1st S&A

TRAINING ADVISORS – RE-ALLOCATION OF GROUPS
Following Theresa Jeffrey and Margaret Tyler offering to assist

me with taking on a couple of Groups, there has been a re-
allocation of training advisors to certain Groups. All GSLs were
emailed at the end of February and all Leaders concerned also
contacted.

TRAINING COURSES
The training diary for 2019 is in this issue of Bourne Again. Please

book on courses as soon as you are able (even the ones after the
summer), but please ensure you notify the organiser (or me) if you
are unable to make the course at the last minute.

DISTRICT TRAINING REPORT

FIRST AID
A number of courses have already been arranged and the link to

book the courses is: 
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/o/paul-green-15037998248

Groups with a number of people needing either a full day or
evening refresher course and able to provide a venue, please contact
Paul Green direct. He may be able to organise a course for you (it
will be open to others too).

Paul’s details are Info@firstaideasy.co.uk

SAFEGUARDING
The Scout Association has recently completely revamped the

course and the trainers have been re-writing all the course material
since Christmas – they are not running courses until after Easter so
as soon as they are up and running, I will get a course booked for
May/June.

If you are renewing this can be done online.

GDPR TRAINING
By now all Leaders and Exec members should have completed

the online GDPR training. GSLs who have not yet given me the list
of Leader training dates, please can you asap. If you are waiting for
a few to finish simply send me what you have.

As a reminder, if you have changed role since May (i.e. ACSL to
CSL etc) your new role will not become ‘Full’ until you have done
the GDPR training. There are a number of people this affects.

If anyone would like to see me regarding any training matters,
please contact me and we can arrange a meeting.

Jon Slade (District Training Manager/ADC Adult Support)
e: jonslade@blueyonder.co.uk
t: 020 8680 2258

DISTRICT CHAPLAIN

Since my last report we held our
District Memorial Service at Croydon
Minster on 26 January. It was a very
humbling occasion and great to
have so many young people in
Church as well as our Leaders and
adults from Croydon, and our special
guests including Cllr. Bernadette
Khan (Mayor of Croydon).

The Mayor, DL and District Commissioner all laid Poppy Wreaths
and 75 selected young people from Croydon laid 75 wooden poppy
crosses – each poppy cross representing one of the 75 former Scouts
from Croydon who died during the Great War. As the crosses were
brought out, the names of each of the Scouts were read out.

Please remember that as District Chaplain I am available to
support any members from Croydon District in offering pastoral care
and I am also here to support our Leadership teams with running
faith related programmes and badges in their Group Sections.

Revd. Andy Dovey
District Chaplain
e: chaplain@croydonscouting.org.uk
m: 07527 818816



District Website:
www.croydonscouting.org.uk

County Website:
www.glswscouts.org.uk

Headquarters Website:
www.scouts.org.uk

NAN FORMS:
MUST be emailed to the address below.
nanforms@croydonscouting.org.uk

Any enquiries or queries regarding nights away 
experiences or ‘Nan Forms’ - should be directed to 

Dickie Ball (ADC – Nights Away Support) 
e: ra.ball@blueyonder.co.uk

ACTIVITY FORMS:
MUST be emailed to the address below.

activityforms@croydonscouting.org.uk

Any enquiries or queries regarding activities 
or ‘activity forms’ should be directed to 

Greg Cook (District Commissioner)
e: dc@croydonscouting.org.uk Produced by Paul Carter & Michael Gilbert © April 2019 

Croydon District Scout Council. Reg. Charity: 282738

NB: Please send ALL features for inclusion in Bourne Again to:
Steve French e: croydondc@gmail.com

2019 TRAINING COURSES
THE NAME IN BOLD IS AS PER YOUR TRAINING PLAN, BUT IF DATE HAS AN * 

TO BOOK ONTO THE COURSE YOU WILL STILL NEED TO BOOK ONTO BOTH MODULES 

Fri 5 - Sun 7 Apr Residential Experiences (Module 38a) Camping Weekend Times tbc.

Boidier Hurst

Sun 19 May Outdoor Scouting (Modules 16 & 17 and parts of 11) 9.30am – 4.30pm

Croydon HQ – TBC

Sat 8* Jun International & Running Safe Activities (Modules 19 & 17) 10am – 4.30pm

1st Hook HQ 29 Greenways, Esher, KT10 0QH

Sun 22* Sep Programme Planning (Modules 12 &12a and parts of 7 & 19) 9.45am – 4.30pm

22nd Wimbledon Arthur Road, Motspur Park, KT3 6LX

Sat 5 Oct Introduction to Residential Experiences (Module 16) 9.45am – 1.30pm

3rd Hampton 59 Percy Road, Hampton, Middlesex TW12 2JT

Sat 12* Oct International & Running Safe Activities (Modules 19 & 17) 10am – 4.30pm

Sutton Scout HQ 72 Woodcote Road, Wallington, SM6 0LY

Sat 19 Oct Outdoor Scouting (Modules 16 & 17 and parts of 11) 9.30am – 4.30pm

Sutton Scout HQ 72 Woodcote Road, Wallington, SM6 0LY

Sun 17* Nov Recruitment (Modules 13 &15) 10am – 4.30pm

22nd Wimbledon Arthur Road, Motspur Park, KT3 6LX

Sun 24 Nov Programme Planning (Modules 12 &12a and parts of 7 & 19) 9.45am – 4.30pm

1st Hook HQ 29 Greenways, Esher, KT10 0QH

Sun 1 Dec Scouting Essentials (Modules 5, 6, 8 & 9 and parts of 7, 11 & 19) 9.30am – 4.30pm

Croydon HQ - TBC

Booking - Scouting Essentials & Outdoor Scouting: www.suttonscouts.org.uk All other courses: www.glswscouts.org.uk
* You need to complete a County application form and send in a week before the course date. 

Module 38 – you must attend both dates (23 March and 5-7 April).
Jon Slade (District Training Manager/ADC Adult Support) t: 020 8680 2258 e: jonslade@blueyonder.co.uk
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