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Barrel Carts Risk Assessment 
Bears Wood Scout Campsite 

Facility: Barrel Carts  Date of Assessment: January 2023 Review Date: As required 
Assessors Name: Richard Carrau 

Assessor’s Signature:  
Date Signed:  

Facility/Hazard Who is at 
risk 

Before Control Measures Existing Control Measures After Control Measures 
Likelihood 

1-3 
Severity 

1-4 
Risk  

Rating 
Likelihood 

1-3 
Severity 

1-4 
Risk  

Rating 

Lack of supervision 
 

Anyone 
using this 
facility 

2 3 6  For self-led sessions, the activity must 
be supervised by a responsible person 
who takes overall charge of the session, 
is aware of this risk assessment and has 
signed the related conditions of use.  

 The instructor/ responsible person must 
be 18 years old or over.  

 This activity must not be used by the 
young people unsupervised. 

1 3 3 

Equipment failure Anyone 
using this 
facility 

2 2 4  All equipment should be checked for 
obvious faults before, during and after 
each session. 

 Any damage should be reported to the 
Bears Wood warden / Chairman & the 
equipment should not be used until 
inspected, repaired & deemed safe. 

 All equipment has a detailed inspection 
monthly & results logged. 

1 2 2 

Accidents General  
Anyone 
using this 
facility 

2 3 6  Safety talk given to participants at start 
of session. 

 Max group size of 12 to 15 for 2 carts 
 Ensure the “track” is clear from 

bystanders & other site users. 

1 3 3 
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 Cone and\or tape if site is busy e.g. 
large events 

Injuries arising from 
cart falling apart or 
unsafe construction 

Anyone 
using this 
facility 

2 3 6  Activity leader to guide construction as 
required. 

 Activity leader to check construction 
before participants are allowed to move 
or mount the buggy. 

 Activity leader to check the following 
points: 

o Lashings are tight and secure.  
o barrels are secure on the poles.  
o Frame does not twist if pushed.  
o Excess ropes tied away and not 

trailing. 
o “pulling” rope of suitable length and 

securely attached 

1 3 3 

Falling from cart Anyone 
using this 
facility 

2 3 6  Maximum of two people on the cart 
when being pulled. 

 Helmets to be worn correctly fastened 
whilst on cart (see diagram at the end 
of the Risk Assessment) 

 It’s a race but keep to safe speed for 
rider. 

 Young people instructed to immediately 
and safely dismount the cart if told to 
do so by leader in charge, e.g. if the cart 
shows signs of being structurally 
unsafe. 

1 2 2 
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Injury from lifting and  
carrying equipment 

Anyone 
using this 
facility 

2 2 4  Equipment moved from store to site for 
use by vehicle if available. 

 Brief and monitor correct manual 
handling techniques to the group. 

 “If it’s bigger than you, it takes two” 
approach to be taken when lifting or 
moving objects.  

 Participants to be made aware of who is 
around them and what possible hazards 
to look for before carrying or placing 
equipment commences. 

 Barrel Carts should be built on the 
“track” to avoid carrying of completed 
structures. 

 Storage of Barrel Carts building 
equipment should be close to the 
activity location to minimize the amount 
of manual handling necessary. 

1 2 2 

Slips, Trips and Falls Anyone 
using this 
facility 

2 2 4  Check track is clear from cart building 
equipment, branches and any other trip 
hazards etc. 

 Track may become too slippery in wet 
or snow\icy conditions. Stop session if 
required 

1 2 2 

Poor behaviour of 
young people/ 
messing around 

Anyone 
using this 
facility 

2 3 6  Any young person messing around in a 
manner that poses a risk to themselves 
or others will not be allowed to 
participate further and should be kept 

1 3 3 
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away from the building and use of the 
cart. 

First Aid required Anyone 
using this 
facility 

2 3 6  Groups using this equipment should 
make sure they have their own first aid 
kit available. 

1 3 3 

 
 


