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Introduction 

At Bears Wood, we make Health & Safety our priority to ensure visitors, members of the public, contractors & volunteers have a safe experience at 
our Campsite. In any environment, especially in a woodland environment offering adventurous activities, accidents will always occur, so we strive to do what 
is “reasonably practicable“ to be as safe as possible. 

The Health & Safety at Work Act provides the legal framework for prevention & consequences of accidents. The Act is put into practice by various 
other legal requirements, recommended best practices & methods, mainly overseen by the Health & Safety Executive. One of the fundamental principles of 
H&S is a Risk Assessment. A good risk assessment should look at the process that is being done & in line with any legal requirements or guidelines, identify 
any risk, identify ways in which the risk can be avoided completely and/or put measures in place to reduce the likelihood of the risk happening and/or provide 
equipment to reduce the severity of possible injury. It is also crucial to ensure the information in the risk assessment is passed onto the people involved in the 
process. 

Risk assessments should not be done as a paperwork exercise & then gather dust on a shelf; they should be evolving documents that change when 
methods change and\or as lessons are learnt from incidents. At Bears Wood, we have both an accident form & a near-miss form & encourage feedback to 
ensure we’re aware of issues so we can improve. After any incident, immediate action might be required but the redacted accident & near-miss forms are 
shared with the Campsite’s Management Committee. Any changes or improvements are discussed & then the risk assessments are updated as required. 
Our risk assessments are also updated if the activity should change in anyway such as new equipment, recommendations for governing bodies etc. We do 
not however review each risk assessment on an annual basis as this is not required & becomes purely a paperwork exercise. 

The grid below shows the method used for rating each risk. Ideally all risks should be reduced to a trivial or tolerable level, but in some circumstances 
a substantial or intolerable risk could be reduced to an acceptable moderate level. Activities that give a substantial or intolerable risk after control methods 
have been applied, are not allowed to proceed. Not putting control measures in place can also make an activity unacceptably risky.  
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Our grateful thanks to our friends at 
Frylands Wood Scout Outdoor Centre 
for their help in putting this risk 
assessment together and for allowing 
us to use theirs as a template. 


