
Chairman’s Report 
 

Chairs Notes 

I trust you all had the opportunity over 

the summer to have a break from 

Scouting and recharge your batteries.  

For those of you who were on camps 

and expeditions I hope you managed to 

avoid the bad weather.   

 

Bears Wood 

We are receiving some very favourable 

feedback with regards to the changes 

that have been made at the Bears 

Wood.  The site is proving to be very 

popular and my thanks to everyone who 

has contributed to this.  If you would like 

to be part of the team at Bears Wood 

please do not hesitate to contact me. 

 

As part of the ongoing review at Bears 

Wood a new set of charges has recently 

been approved by the District Executive 

Committee.  In response to popular 

demand all Croydon Scout Groups and 

associated Units are entitled to a 20% 

discount on the normal Scout and Guide 

rates.  Additionally there are now no 

charges for Leaders who are either 

camping or are a day or evening visitor. 

 

International Events 

Last time I mentioned that we were 

looking at how we could better support 

individuals who are selected to 

represent the District as part of a County 

contingent attending events such as a 

World Scout Jamboree or Eurojam. 

 

Once again I am pleased to report that 

the District Executive Committee 

recently decided to establish an 

International Fund.  This fund will 

automatically provide financial support 
to individuals who are selected to attend 

International events. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bourne Again 
Reborn 

October 2019 

CROYDON SCOUTING 

www.croydonscouting.org.uk/join 

#SkillsForLife 
 

/  @croydonscouting 

@croydonscouting 

DC Report 
The end of September always means the start of the new school year, the end of the 

Summer Holidays and the end of the biggest camping season. Visits have been made 

to the four corners of the UK and much wider. We would love to see some 

photographs and anecdotes. 

We are pleased to announce that Emily Cruttenden has been appointed Deputy 

District Commissioner and Aidan Devaney has been appointed District Explorer Scout 

Commissioner. They have both been hugely instrumental in shaping our Youth Shaped 

Strategy for the District and look forward with keen anticipation on seeing how our 

District evolves to meet and exceed everyone’s expectations.   

  

Congratulations to the following members on gaining their Wood Badge: 

 

Catherine Andrews / Barry Edrupt / John Edwards / Kenneth Jackson 

Peter Low / Andrew Sparkes 

 

The Deputy Lieutenants Awards – July 2019 (See separate report)) 

One District  

One Movement 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Beaver Section Report   
It's back to business after the summer break and all our Colonies 

have got straight back into routine early September. Beaver 

Leaders from around the District attended our District meeting in 

early September at Bears Wood to share their news as well as 

offering opinions on what will assist them in providing quality Scouting for Beavers in Croydon.  Sadly we said a temporary (we 

hope!) goodbye to Matt Cox at 1st Selsdon & Addington who is off to University - we all wish him well and look forward to him 

returning after his degree.  We want to thank all our Leaders in the District for their leadership and contributions to decisions for 

Beavers within the District.   

 

We remind Beaver Leaders around the District that all Colonies belong to the 

District and are part of the District family.  The ADC’s need to see programmes so 

that we can assist where necessary, visit and offer assistance when the first signs 

of difficult times might be visible.  We have now decided that moving forward, if we 

do not receive a programme from a Colony we will assume that possibly the Colony 

is starting to suffer problems and we will come and find out what help is needed.  

 

Chair’s Report Cont: 
Training Fund 

On the subject of funding I would take this opportunity to 

remind you that the District has a Training Fund to support 

Leaders with their training.  As all modular Leader and first 

response (first aid) training is provided free of charge by the 

County this fund is primarily to support Leaders who are 

undertaking specialised courses which will benefit Scouting. 

 

District Funds 

Details of all the individual funds held by the District and how 

they operate are contained in the District Fund document 

which will hopefully be available on the District website 

shortly. 

 

District Website 

Having listened to various representations over the past 18 

months the District Executive Committee has recently 

accepted a recommendation to employ a specialised company 

to redesigned and manage the District website.   

 

The new website will be user friendly, secure, fully maintained 

and of course branded.   It will also allow us to incorporate the 

Bear Wood and Pinewood websites within the District 

website and allow them to have an online calendar and 

booking process. 

 

Group Reports and Accounts      

A final reminder that there is a requirement for Groups to 

submit a copy of their annual reports and accounts to John 

Seaton the Chair of the District Finance Committee within 14 

days of their AGM. 

 

And Finally 

As always should you have any queries on any of the above 

please do not hesitate to contact me. 

 

Dave Rixson 

District Chair 

Email:  chair@croydonscouting.org.uk 

 

DC Report Cont: 
Congratulations also on the following members who have 

received long service decorations: 

  

Louise Cherrill / Iain Rigg / Katarina Soltysova / Anthony 

Rowland  Katherine Carlyle / Roger Cherrill / Andrew Davies 

Naomi Eagers – Bee / Michael Garlick / Thomas Lovesey 

  

A very special Mention to the Explorer Scouts and Scout 

Network Members who received a Deputy Lieutenant Awards 

at Croydon Town Hall in July 2019. 

 

Daniel Bradnam / Heather Clark / Joseph Starling  

Laura Howlett / Samual McGuire  

Toby Danielson / Nathan Begley 

 

Duke of Edinburgh Gold Award 

* * Joseph Starling * * 
  

Foot note 

Bears wood is now almost fully booked until the end of January 

2020. The Tree survey and ecology reports have been 

completed and we are about to embark on our five year 

woodland management plan. We also will be upgrading the 

whole of the plumbing installation shortly so watch this 

space!   

   

Greg Cook 

District Commissioner 

Email:  dc@croydonscouting.org.uk 

 

#SkillsForLife 



  

 

 

Over the Summer many Colonies had sleepovers and camps, the District team love to see photos of the Sleepovers, Camps and 

other adventurous activities going on ... lots of smiling Beavers always cheers up a grey rainy day!  Please send us photographs for 

the next newsletter ... meanwhile a photo  from a Gruffalo Explorer Sleepover that took place over the Summer. 

 

We will contact all our Leaders with the date of the next meeting which will hopefully double as a pre-Christmas get-together. 

 

Planning is underway for the Croydon District Beavers Outer Space Fun Day on the 28th March 2020 at Bears Wood ... assistance 

in running activity bases will be welcomed! 

 

Good luck this term to all our Leaders!" 

 

Tana Andrew & Franchesca 

(Joint) ADC Beaver Scouts 

Email:  beavers@croydonscouting.org.uk 

 
 

 
 

Scout Report   
In July we had a successful day of Cardboard 

Canoes. The Scouts built their own canoes in their 

troops and brought them to Pinewood Scout 

Centre for a paddle. As the name implies the 

canoes needed to be made out of cardboard. They 

could be taped or glued together but could not 

utilise any of the more traditional canoe building 

materials. 

    

Some of the canoes floated really well and others - 

well they sank but it was great fun for everyone 

involved is this activity.!   

 

For Pioneering we took Scouts through knotting, 

lashing, pull-ups, splicing and whipping. In the 

afternoon we built barrel carts, ballistas and a 

pulley system to move a heavy weight (a tyre) and 

Again good fun was had by all. 

 

Thank you to all the volunteers who made the events successful 

The Scout Team 

Email: scouts@croydonscouting.org.uk 

 

      

Cub Section Report   
Well the Summer term ended with lots of Packs going to Camp and 

having exciting Days out. 
 

One Pack travelled to Windsor and another to the New Forest and made 

the effort to visit Brownsea Island and whilst there presented 5 Chief 

Scouts Silver Awards - Well done to those Cubs who gained the highest 

award in the Cub Section.  Whilst at camp this Pack also worked 

towards/gained 13 Badges & Challenges - Well done. 
 

The next scheduled event was to be ‘Cubopoly’ but sadly this has had to 

be postponed and will be re-arranged in the future.  Our last Leader’s 

meeting was on Thursday 17th October we hopefully we will have 

collected your Pack Programmes and discussed your ideas and 

suggestions of events and activities that you want the District team to 

organise. 
 

It is however with regret that Jack Wensley has decided to step down as 

ADC Cubs for the time being and we thank Jack for his support and 

enthusiasm during his time with the Cub Section.  However Jack remains 

very active in the District as Training Advisor and supporting various PR 

opportunities and wider initiatives. 

 
Mandy & Peter 

(Joint) ADC Cubs    -    Email:  cubs@croydonscouting.org.uk 
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Network Report    
What a busy summer! Members have been off helping on 

group camps, taking part in international events and 

organising a few socials in between.  

 

Our other big event at this time of year was our annual trip to 

Gilwell reunion, there were a lot of Networkers on site either 

as a participant or to help on stands and promote activities 

available in scouting. We attended workshops, speeches and 

seminars, in between we took part in various activities 

including the Gilwell 100 challenge where those that finished 

managed to earn a badge and on top of all of this, we even 

had time to enjoy the quiz night, disco and a selfie with 

Scoutadelic! During the weekend we took the chance to chat 

about the next 12 months and we voted in our new exec for 

the year, it was fantastic to see some new faces stepping up 

the challenge. We finished the weekend by investing some 

new members, which was made extra special this year as 
Gilwell is celebrating 100 years.   

We are heading to Ludoquist for our first meeting of the new 

term to test our board game skills and we are preparing a 

team ready for Operation Red Flare in November, where we 

will be attempting to defend our trophy and we are hoping to 

see a number of you at various district events over the next 

few months. 

 

Cari-ann Bailey                              

Network Commissioner 

Email: croydon.network@blueyonder.co.uk 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Explorer Report   
There are changes afoot with the Explorer section. Firstly 

we are in the final stages with starting a new Unit in the 

Thornton Heath area, Matt Cook who has moved to 

Croydon from Yorkshire will be the leader of the unit with 

Jack Wensley assisting. The inaugural meeting will be mid-

October. Please join me in wishing the unit every success 

and please make everyone welcome. 

  

Secondly Aidan Devaney is taking over as DESC, initially 

job sharing the role with me, but I will be moving on to 

ADC activities, as I’m coming towards my 10 years and 

must move on.  I know you will want to join me in wishing 

Aidan the very best luck in his new role. Congratulations 

Aidan ! 

 

Please use the  DESC@Croydonscouting.org.uk so we both 

pick up on emails for the time being.  

  

During the summer Croydon Explorers have been to West 

Virginia, USA with the Jamboree, Sweden with GLSW, 

Norway on the Tall Ships race, North Wales with Coulsdon 

Falcons and Crystal Palace Units, and Norfolk with 

Pinewood Seahorses.  Over the weekend of 19th - 22nd on 

October Croydon Explorers are having a Mountaineering 

trip in The Lake District, Sutton Explorers will be joining us. 

We will be going to Ennerdale Scout centre for some 

remote camping, hillwalking and climbing. Details have 

been sent out to all ESLs. 

  

Red Flare which has been organized annually in its current 

format since 1983 takes place this year on Saturday 23 

November. It is a 22 km incident hike at night starting at 

Otford and finishing at well you will find out if you take part 

! You will be part of an Explorer team of between 4 and 7 

members and will compete against 30 or more teams from 

across Greater London South West and beyond for the 

coveted  'Antler' trophy. Explorer Scout Leaders should 

already have the details and booking form, but if not please 

contact Chris Dean via his email below. 

 

Red Flare:-  Contact Chris Dean:-  Tinkerscorner@aol.com. 

  

Richard Goad 

Explorer Commissioner 

Email:  DESC@Croydonscouting.org.uk 

 

One District 

One Movement 
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Youth Commissioner Report 
The Youth Commissioner team has seen some 

changes in the last few weeks as Emily and 

Aidan move onto other senior District roles. 

Huge congratulations to them both and we wish 

them the best of luck in their new positions! 

 

I will be attending upcoming Group and District 

camps before we start Group visits around the 

District.  A few weeks ago I also led my first 

ever campfire with 40 enthusiastic (and loud) 

beavers! 

 

If you have an evening or event you would like 

the DYC team to assist with, please do get in 

touch with us! 

 

We are looking to expand the Youth 

Commissioner team!  If you are, or know anyone 

aged 18-25 involved in Scouting in Croydon 

who might be interested in hearing more about 

this exciting opportunity please contact us. 

 

Megan and Jake 

District Youth Commissioners 

Email yc@croydonscouting.org.uk 

 

Training Report 
Congratulations to the following 5 people whom have completed their 

formal training and completed their wood badges in the recent months, 

up to the end of July: Peter Low CSL 17th Purley; John Edwards ASL 17th 

Purley; Mandy Giles ADC Cubs; Jamie Carroll CSL 44th Croydon; Jay 

Robertson ACSL 8th Purley. 

 

Congratulations, and welcome to the following 12 new leaders who 

have completed their Getting Started training modules, have also been 

to the appointment committee, and now have full appointments, up to 

the end of July : Stuart McCormack ACSL 23rd Croydon; Gill Payne 

ABSL 29th Purley; Joanne Greenslade ABSL 25th Purley; Fiona Hall 

ACSL 25th Purley; Andrew Hancock ASL 25th Purley; Gillian Powell ASL 

25th Purley; Emma Powell ABSL 25th Purley; Kritin Sandaram ASL 25th 

Purley; Andrew Tasker ACSL 25th Purley; Steven Dyer GSL 63rd 

Croydon; Max Plumridge ACSL 11th Purley; Megan Young Youth 
Commissioner. 

 

Training Courses 

The training diary for the remainder of 2019 is in this issue of Bourne 

Again. All the 4 main modules are being run between now and 
December and many leaders need to attend the courses. Please ensure 

that you book early.  The 2020 diary is virtually complete and will be 

distributed to all GSLs and leaders in training by the end of 

September/early October.   

      

Safeguarding  

The next course in Croydon will be Tuesday 12th November at Bears 

Wood – booking details will be via Event Bright and will again be 

advertised by the end of September/early October. 

 

Training Timescales  

A reminder that the timescale for completing your wood badge training 

is 3 years. Over the summer some leaders would have received an email 

from me; copied into your GSL; advising that your timescale is either 

about to breach or has long expired. It is important that you take notice 

of this because as it says your role could be cancelled and changed to an 

occasional helper in some cases. 

 

This is the strict scout association timescales and rules and is down to 

insurance and safety of the young people in your charge.  In 2020 - 45 

leaders will reach 3 years so please get yourself booked on the courses 

you need asap.  

 

As well as attending the course you need to meet with your training 

advisor afterwards to validate the course. If you need any courses 

validated contact your TA directly and don’t leave t too long afterwards. 

A lot of the TAs email their leaders from time to time arranging to meet 
up. 

 

If anyone would like to see me regarding any training matters, please 

contact me and we can arrange a meeting.    

     

Jon Slade  

District Training Manager 

Email:  jonslade@blueyonder.co.uk  

Telephone: 020 8680 2258   

2019 Training Courses  
(THE NAME IN BOLD IS AS PER YOUR TRAINING PLAN, BUT IF 

DATE HAS AN * TO BOOK ONTO THE COURSE YOU WILL STILL 

NEED TO BOOK ONTO BOTH MODULES)  

 

Nov 17 Sun*   

RECRUITMENT (Modules 13 &15) 

22nd Wimbledon - Arthur Road, Motspur Park  

London. KT3 6LX. (10:00am – 4.30pm) 
 

Nov 24 Sun   

PROGRAMME PLANNING (Modules 12 &12a 

and parts of 7 & 19) 

1st Hook HQ - 29 Greenways, Esher KT10 0QH

 (9.45 am – 4.30pm) 
 

Dec 1 Sun  

SCOUTING ESSENTIALS (Modules 5, 6, 8&9 

and parts of 7, 11 &19) 

1st Wallington - 30 Ruskin Road, Carshalton, 

SM5 3DE (9.30 am  – 4.30 pm) 

 

*You need to complete a county application form and 

send in a week before the course date   

 

Bookings 

Any courses not highlighted please check the County 

website – GLSWscouts.org.uk Highlighted Courses 

i.e. Scouting Essentials & Outdoor Scouting – 

suttonscouts.org.uk 

 



  

 

 

Mobile Climbing Wall  
As we close in on the end of the 2019 season it is time to take stock of 

just what we have achieved yet again. 

 

We have run the wall on 26 occasions through the summer months 

ranging from bookable evening sessions at Pinewood, which proved 

extremely popular again, to school fetes for recruitment. From public 

events at Thornton Heath, Old Coulsdon and Sanderstead to raise the 

profile of Scouting to supporting the Uniformed Youth Organisations 

across the London Borough of Croydon.  All have been a great success. 

 

Yet again a few astounding figures: 

 Almost 100 hours of climbing….. 

 At 26 events….. 

 With over 2200 young people….. 

 Attempting over 5000 climbs…..  

 Capped off by nearly 500 hours of instructor’s time to make it 

all possible!! 

To help illustrate what an asset we have and I’m not just talking about 

the wall here….I think the most amazing figure here is the final one. 

 

Where would we be without the fantastic leaders who give so selflessly 

of their time to make all this possible for our young people – I take my hat off to each and everyone of you. 

 

A HUGE thank you to all who have made the year such a success. 

 

Martin Greenwood 

SAS Unit Manager (Mobile Climbing Wall) 

Email:  climbingwall@croydonscouting.org.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pinewood Report 
Generally Pinewood bookings very busy service days 

are booked. 

Service days: 12th October, 23rd November, 12th 

January and 15th February.  

We will soon be celebrating 50 years since the opening 

of Pinewood Lake and I’d be really grateful to hear from 

anyone who has memories, stories or even photos of 

their times at Pinewood over the years. Please get in 

touch! 

Kate Balzer (Secretary)  

Pinewood Committee 

Email:  pinewood@croydonscouting.org.uk 

 

District Safety Committee 
Attention Group Chair and Group Scout Leader 

In 2009 we started our service of visiting all the meeting 

places used by Groups (both owned by the Groups or 

owned by others) to carry out a safety audit and report on 

the legal obligations required by Health and Safety 

Legislation.  Our report gave a list of the improvements 

required and recommended other actions.  We also 

recommended the appointment of a Group Safety Officer 

not engaged in weekly meetings.  Every group was visited 

and received a report. 

  

Please revisit your copy of this report and check you have 

carried out the actions and recommendations.   If you do 

not have a copy of the report, please email Tony Grogan 

who will supply you with a copy.   Please email:   

tonygrogan93@gmail.com. 

 

Members of the Safety committee are still available to visit 

and update the recommendations (however we now 

respond by invitation only).   For your information the 

District website contains a safety section where you will 

find information and documents, we recommend for use by 

all Groups. 

 

Note:-  See table of downloadable files available to support 

you and your Group / Unit. 

One District 

One Movement 



  

 

 

Safety resources are all downloadable from the District 

Website  - www.croydonscouting.org.uk 

File 

reference 

Group Health & Safety Policy 1 

Group Safety Logbook 2 

Group Safety Officer Duties 3 

Group_Fire_Risk_Assessment.doc 4 

Duty of Care Summary 5 

User Training Notes and Welcome Pack 6 

Risk Assessment for Group Maintenance Activities 7 

Storage of LPG 8 

First Aid notice board sign 9 

Asbestos in your home 10 

Disabled Discrimination Act requirements 11 

Electrical and Gas Installations – The Regulation requirements 12 

Group Premises Audit Check List 13 

Health and Safety Law for Your Scout Premises- What you should know 14 

HSE Publication indg236 Electrical Inspections 15 

 

 

                                  What is Perception 
What do the Scout Association mean when they are talking about the three pillars that support the vision and even what is the 

vision ? 

 

The Vision:  By 2023 we will have prepared more young people with skills for life, supported by amazing Leaders delivering an 
inspiring programme.  We will be growing, more inclusive, shaped by young people and making a bigger impact in our local 

communities. 

 

The Pillars refer to People, Programme and Perception.  It goes without saying that 

the People are our Leaders, our regular adult helpers and supporters ensuring that 

they are supported with the very best training and knowledge base and of course 

the Programme also needs no real introduction.  The quality of our programme 

helps to determine the stability of our youth membership.  In its clearest form, an 

exciting and challenging programme brings regular attendance and the young 

people tell their friends and membership is stable or will increase so we owe it to 

our young people to ensure we offer the very best Scouting experience for them to 

enjoy.  #SkillsForLife   

 

So back to Perception – In essence following the vision we want sustainable 

growth, to be more inclusive, to be youth led and to influence our local 

communities.  With regards to perception clearly we need to reach out in our 

communities and especially to our under represented communities, improve out 

communication skills and brand awarenesss.  We need to squash those out of date 

preconceived ideas and show that we are an open, diverse and modern 

organisation offering essential life skills for all young people and further more 

exciting and flexible volunteering opportunities for all adults alike.         

 

Pic Right:  An image of a recent window shop display in the CVA shop in Centrale in Croydon.  (14th to 28th Oct 2019) 

 

Thanks to Gabi Covacci on the Croydon (PR Team)                                                                             Email:  pr@croydonscouting.org.uk 



  

 

 

Special Report - Croydon Deputy Lieutenant Certificate Awards 
On Wednesday 17th July, supported by their families and friends at the Town Hall in Croydon 7 youth / young adult members from 

Croydon Scouting were recognised and received Deputy Lieutenant Award Certificates in this annual award ceremony held at the 

Town Hall in Croydon. 

 

In total 13 young people from the London 

Borough of Croydon were recognised and 7 

being active members of Croydon Scouting.  

Those members receiving awards were 

Heather Clark and Daniel Bradnam (Scout 

Network Section) and Explorer / Young 

Leaders Joseph Starling, Laura Howlett, 

Samuel McGuire, Toby Danielson and Nathan 

Begley. Joseph Starling was also presented 

with his DofE Gold Award. 

 

This was a great evening and a tremendous 

achievement for all 7 members from Scouting. 

A general introduction was made by Col. Ray 

Wilkinson (Deputy Lieutenant for Croydon) 

who also read out the nomination citations 

and the awards were presented by Cllr. 

Humayun Kabir (Mayor of Croydon) Several 

members from the District and County were present to extend congratulations to all award recipients.  
 

 

 

Special Report – Croydon Pride Festival 2019    
 

 

In July, members from 

Croydon Scouting 

participated in the march 

and ending up at the 

Croydon Pride Festival at 

Wandle Park where we had 

a stall. 

Croydon Scouting is proud 

to be open, diverse and 

inclusive and celebrating the 

modern face of Scouting.  

 

#SkillsForLife 
 



  

 

 

Special Report - 2nd S&A Bike Expedition 
A summer term working towards our cyclist 

badge culminated in the Scouts planning a bike 

expedition. We loaded up the trailer and 

minibus and set off the start of the Worth Way 

just outside Three Bridges. The route follows a 

disused railway line, one of Beechings line 

cuts, on varying surfaces to East Grinstead, 

where after navigating the town centre on foot 

we picked up The Forest Way. This is again 

another disused railway line so any gradients 

were gradual and we only had other cyclists, 

dogs and walkers to navigate. The 16 mile 

route finished at Groombridge which is only a 

short drive from Broadstone Warren Scout 

campsite where the Scouts set up their 

hammocks and cooked their evening meal on 

Trangias. A relaxing evening around the 

campfire and a morning enjoying the onsite zip 

wire finished off an excellent adventure. Our 

thanks to the 18th Purley for the use of their 

minibus. 

 

Special Report - Bungee Jump – By Ellen (Nell) Tilbury 
On the 21st of July this year I decided to tick something off my bucket list, and do a bungee 

jump. I thought instead of just risking my life for the fun of it, that I would help raise money for 

the renovations to our scout hut at the 19th Purley. The jump was 160ft (45 metres) high off of 

a crane, and took place in the coach park at the O2 arena.  

I arrived excited and nervous, but got more and more anxious as I walked towards the coach 

park, hearing distant screams from other jumpers. I signed in and patiently waited, got fitted 

into my waist and ankle harnesses and sat until it was my turn. I sat in the rickety blue cage as 

we sailed up from the shrinking group below. Reaching the top, I stood up, my stomach now 

full of butterflies. The gate opened and I 

inched my way to the edge and stuck my 

arms out straight in front of me. The view was 

incredible, the skyline of London clear on the 

horizon. The instructor counted down from 3 

and then I dived headfirst… 

The true sense of weightlessness was 

exhilarating. Unable to concentrate on 

anything except my elation, my nerves 

evaporated and I could do nothing except grin 

from ear to ear and hang like a ragdoll.  I spun around and around, faster and faster 

until I was quite dizzy. Slowly, I was lowered to the ground, caught by other 

instructors and laid down on the floor so that my ankle harness could be easily 

undone. My jump was over.  Giddy with what I had just done I happily skipped 

back to my family who had recorded everything for me. I left feeling extremely 

proud and euphoric.  
A huge thank you to everyone who sponsored me and all the sponsors still coming 

in. I am very pleased to say that I have raised at least £500 for the 19th Purley 

through everyone’s generous donations, which will be invaluable in helping to 

renovate our hut.  

This was an amazing experience that I would love to repeat, only made better by 

the knowledge that I have helped my scout group and the many children that we 

support. 



  

 

 

Special Report - Golden Arrow – Bluebell Railway 
Some of you may have seen my Facebook Post made on the day, however to confirm that on Sunday 29th September 2019 Marina 

(my wife) and I, enjoyed lunch on the Bluebell 

Railway ‘Golden Arrow’ travelling on the 

Pullman carriage ‘Christine’ several times 

between Sheffield Park and East Grinstead 

whilst indulging in fine food, great wine and a 

very attentive silver service. 

 

This was a very much and long awaited treat 

following the generous gift made by members 

from Groups and the District and a 

presentation made at our Networking Evening 

held in November last year preceding my 

standing down as DC of Croydon.   To say I 

was speechless on this occasion was probably 

an understatement and not the ‘norm’ for me.    

 

Maybe I talk in my sleep for this experience to 

have been realised and brought to life, 

however this was certainly the perfect gift 

following a very enjoyable period of 10 years as District Commissioner for Croydon.  

 
My sincere thanks to everyone involved in making this memorable event happen. 

 

Steve French 

Ex DC for Croydon 

(Jan 2009 to Dec 2018) 

 

Special Report - 30th Purley – 1st Anniversary Event 
It was a tremendous privilege to be invited to the 30th Purley - 1st Anniversary Event on Saturday 14th Sept and to be asked to 

speak together with the Mayor of Croydon Cllr. Humayun Kabir and the Deputy Chair of the Muslin Scout Fellowship Wagar Sheikh. 

 

The achievement of this Group should not be under estimated and this proves that where there is a 

will there is certainly a way.  
What does this tell us ? Perhaps it could be - that when like minded individuals come together with 

a common aim, they accept a little guidance and put in a lot of effort miracles happen. However 

this is no miracle this 

is a new Scout 

Group with 122 

young people inside 

12 months with a 

very large 

Leadership team a 

majority of which all 

being new to 

Scouting. 

 

Congratulations to everyone at 30th Purley (Masjid) 

Scout Group on their first year. � 

 

#SkillsForLife 



  

 

 

Special Report – Scouting adventure in Sweden 
 

50 Explorer Scouts and 12 Leaders from Greater London 

South West spent an amazing 12 days in Sweden during 

the summer. In the party there were 9 Explorers and 7 

Leaders from Croydon District, all looking resplendent in 

their expedition hoodies as we assembled at a rather 

chaotic Gatwick Airport on July 24 en route to 

Copenhagen care of Norwegian Air. A couple of hours 

later we were travelling by coach across the Oresund 

Bridge which connects Denmark to Sweden. 

 

The first two days were based at the fabulous Svedala 

Scouthouse from where we ventured to Tomelilla for 

some dressincykling in Fyledalen - look it up - Svarte for a 

swim in the Baltic, and Hollviken to visit a very lifelike 

Viking museum. The next three days were spent hiking 

with 

Explorers from three host Swedish Groups and a visiting German Troop from 

Hamburg through the varied scenery of Osterlen in the eastern part of Skane. 

Once we had got the hang of Swedish miles (1 mile = 10 kilometres) and Silva 

compasses in mils not degrees it was plain sailing, and walking along the beach, 

over the 'mountain' near Kivik (still terrain zero), and through orchards and forests 

was made even more enjoyable by periodic activities at checkpoints. 

 

The next and final part 

of the expedition was 

6 days in camp with 

250 Swedish and 

German Scouts near 

the Yddingesjohn, a 

rather large lake 4 

kilometres to the north 

of Svedala. Here we 

took part in an 

amazing range of 

activities - night 

orienteering, 

pioneering, swimming, 

team competitions, forging not forgery, widegames, an international 

day, campfires, and of course lots of canoeing.   

 

All too soon the camp was over and we hiked back 5 kms to the 

Scouthouse in Svedala, where we used the nearby public swimming 

pool and the sauna - it would have been rude not to - before heading 

home via some sightseeing in Malmo the next morning.  

 

We had an absolutely fantastic time and marvelled at how well the 

Swedes organized everything with incredible attention to detail. They 

even managed to arrange good weather for us. It will be a hard act to 

follow when we reciprocate in 2021. Find out more in a future issue of 

Bourne Again or join us at our reunion on October 29 in Sutton, Rumour has it that we will have some Swedish visitors there too.  

 

Christopher Dean 

Expedition Leader 

 



  

 

 

Special Report – Hornby Visitors Centre 

Beaver Bronze Award Day 
On the 28th September the coach collected around 40 Beaver Scouts and travelled towards Margate.  The Reward day for these 

Beaver Scouts was underway to celebrate their achievement in gaining their Chief Scout Bronze Award!  On arrival the Scouts 

visited the Hornby Visitors Centre, inspecting the vast array of models 

including various moving train sets, there was even one dedicated to 

Harry Potter!  The Scouts got to race cars on the giant Scalextric track 

modelled on 

Silverstone and 

the majority of 

F1s stayed on 

the track!  Then 

for a special 

treat the Beaver 

Scouts got to 

visit the 

Locomotives 

shed to see the 

real life-size trains, especially The Bittern which currently holds the 93 

mph speed record for steam which is resting in the shed.   The Beavers 

had lots of questions about the locomotives and a specialist, Bob Fryer 

took them on a guided tour.  The Beavers got to have a photo in the small locomotive used in the St. Trinians film and saw the 

carriage that carried Sir Winston Churchill at his funeral.  After taking in all the history and having lunch the Scouts boarded the 

coach and visited the beach at Margate ... some even braved the waves to dip their feet!  Some very tired Beavers made their way 

back home after a busy and fun day!  Thanks go especially to the ADCs Beavers for organising and to Hornby, Dave Hoddart and 

Bob Fryer for all their time and enthusiasm #makingithappen" 

 

   

 

     



  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

#SkillsForLife 

District Chaplain Report 
As District Chaplain I am available to support 

any members from Croydon District in offering 

pastoral care and I am also here to support our 

Leadership teams with running faith related 

programmes and badges in their Group 

Sections. 

 

Please remember that the Scout Association is 

an open and inclusive values based Movement.  

We welcome members from different faiths and 

those with no faith.  There are a number of 

variations to the Scout Promise to reflect the 

range of faiths, beliefs and nationalities in the 

UK within Scouting. All members should choose 

the version of the Promise which best reflects 

their own personal beliefs. 

 

If I can help to support you in any way, please 

do not hesitate to contact me.  

 

Revd. Andy Dovey  

District Chaplain 

Email: chaplain@croydonscouting.org.uk 

Mobile: 07527 818816 

 

You Shaped Scouting 
Talk to your Youth Commissioners about You Shaped Scouting 

and how they can support you, your Section and your Group. 

 

Email:  yc@croydonscouting.org.uk 

 

 

 

 
 



  

 

 

CROYCAMP2020 
Bookings are now being taken for this exciting and not to be missed activity weekend at Frylands Wood in May 2020.  Leaflets 

were made available to all Groups via their GSL’s so every young person can be given a leaflet to take home to help local 

recruitment for this event. 

 

Group Leaders have been provided with the link to Eventbright where bookings are being taken now.  Once bookings are made 

online an invoice will be issued to the Group to confirm payment details. 

 

A lot of time and effort has been made by the organising team and in the spirit of youth led Scouting, let your young people decide. 

 

  

        
  

 

 

Put the ‘OUT’ back into Scouting 
 

CROYCAMP2020 
 

Bookings being taken now !! 
 



  

 

 

District PR Committee 
The new District PR committee met in March 2019.  We reviewed the printed 

material available to support Groups and Scouting in Croydon and these have 

now been redesigned and reprinted and reflect the new Scout brand.  We have a 

selection of A4 double sided leaflets that fold into a convenient pocket size, as 

well a range of specific A5 Adult / volunteer leaflets and A6 volunteer postcards.  

 

 

Supplies of the printed resources are available upon request to the PR Committee.   The branded gazebo’s are still available and we 

will look at the rebranding in due course.  Any request to borrow any of the PR equipment, or for supplies of the new printed 

materials please email: pr@croydonscouting.org.uk 

 

 

District Website: 

www.croydonscouting.org.uk 
 

County Website: 

www.glswscouts.org.uk 
 

Headquarters Website: 

www.scouts.org.uk 
 

CROYDON SCOUTING OFFERING #SkillsForLife 



  

 

 

Water Activities 
Any enquiries for water activities at either Pinewood Scout Centre or at Norwood Lakes should be directed to George 

Campbell on email:  tinygeorge50@gmail.com 

 

 
  

 

Bears Wood Camp Site 
The campsite is fully open for business although no organised activities are 

currently being offered.  Potential site activities are being reviewed at present and 

plans are in place and will develop over the coming weeks and months, however 

the site is primarily a camping site and is looking the best .  

 

An immeasurable amount of work has been carried out over the last few weeks 

and the site is looking good and well worth a visit.  If you wish to make enquiries 

to use Bears Wood Camp Site please email:  bearswood@croydonscouting.org.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pinewood Scout Centre 
Generally the site is very busy at present with many regular and new enquiries 

and bookings coming through.  The Mobile Climbing Wall has also been 

offering weekday evening sessions (by arrangement) for Groups and Sections 

and this has proved very successful for the 2nd year running.   

 

If you wish to make enquiries to use the Pinewood Scout Centre, please email:  

pinewoodscoutcentre@outlook.com 

 


